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FORECAST
Mostly Sunny

ALMANAC TODAY
 Friday : 21/03/2025  Year: Sri Krodhi  Aayanam: Uttarayanam

 Rutuvu: Sisira  Masam: Phalguna  Paksham: Bahula  Tithi: Saptami 04.23+ am    
 Nakshatram: Jyestha 01.46+ am   Durmuhurtham: 08.45 am - 09.34 am 

  Varjyam: Nil   Rahukaalam: 10.30 am - 12.00 pm

Sunrise    06.19 am

Sunset     06.27 pm

Moonrise    --.-- 

Moonset     10.40 am

MAX

360C
MIN

230C
WEATHER 

WATCH

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

Given that 
partners will 
be in a 

volatile mood and liable 
to upset even the most 
perfect gatherings, your 
social stars are excellent. 
Take the initiative and 
have confidence that 
your plans will please 
everyone in the end - 
even if they don’t see 
eye-to-eye now.

TAURUS  
(Apr. 21 - May 21)

The Moon is 
offering the 
best genuinely 

friendly celestial 
alignment you’ve had all 
week. The most general 
advice I can offer is to try 
to look beyond the 
material pressures of 
the last week and plan 
for a brilliant and 
brighter life. And look to 
the future with faith.

GEMINI  
(May 22 - June 21)

Venus is 
protecting your 
social life and 

relationships with 
colleagues, meaning that 
you may now be ready to 
take a few risks. Your 
approach must be subtle 
but firm. There is nothing 
to be gained from storming 
in with all guns blazing, 
unduly alarming people 
who are in a nervous mood.

CANCER  
(June 22 - July 23)

Personal 
freedom is the 
key, although you 

will have to judge whether 
you can afford to abandon 
certain onerous but 
necessary responsibilities. 
Perhaps you should keep 
fundamental personal 
commitments in place for 
now, at least until you’re 
sure that there is space for 
change.

LEO  
(July 24 - Aug. 23)

As 
emotional 
turbulence 

dies down, you will 
begin to see that life 
must be tackled on a 
purely practical basis, 
doing what needs to be 
done in an unfussy and 
unpretentious manner. 
No frills are needed, so 
don’t get seduced into 
unnecessary sidelines.

VIRGO  
(Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)

 Domestic 
affairs occupy 
your time, 

and family members 
will demand your 
attention. Actually, 
although a great many 
important 
developments seem to 
be in the offing, if you 
concentrate on personal 
affairs, you should avoid 
emotional tangles.

LIBRA  
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

You’re being 
encouraged to 
try out new 

solutions to old problems. 
From a close look at your 
current stars, I’d say that 
you need to focus on the 
untried and original, rather 
than on outmoded ways 
of doing things. Get on and 
give up all those bad 
habits that you know have 
been holding you back.

SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

It’s been a bit of 
a serious week 
so far, what 

with turbulent planetary 
influences causing certain 
plans to be postponed or 
changed. However, now 
that the Moon is moving 
into lighter regions of the 
zodiac, you can let up the 
pressure. You can even 
allow partners to look 
after the practical details.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)

Celestially 
speaking, the 
Moon is under 

control. In your private 
affairs this means that 
what you say goes, at 
least as far as home 
affairs are concerned. Set 
a generous example and 
hold out the promise of 
emotional rewards if you 
want other people to 
follow your lead. 

CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

Make every 
effort possible 
to get in touch 

with old friends over the 
next few days. You’ll be 
pleasantly surprised by 
the emotional support 
that such contacts can 
bring, and will soon  be 
very much happier. You 
will, however, not 
always feel in control of 
your own affairs.

AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

Your stars are 
fortunate, 
but wasteful. 

Although a number of 
areas of your solar chart 
are showing difficulties, 
others are considerably 
easier. The part of your 
chart symbolising your 
work, for example, is 
indicating great 
promise if you only give 
up a few stale habits.

PISCES  
(Feb. 20 - Mar 20)

Professional 
Pisceans can 
only gain from 

today’s intriguing 
planetary movements. 
The chances for 
commensurate financial 
rewards are still good but, 
by now, the arrangements 
should be complete. The 
last thing you want is too 
many loose ends causing 
complications.

P E T E R  V I DA L

21ST March : Every time I give an interview, I am 
asked how astrology works. The simple answer 

is that it doesn’t work in any way that twentieth 
century science can understand. Its starting 
assumption is that all parts of the universe 

are linked to all other parts, and that therefore 
patterns on Earth are linked to rhythms in the sky; 
by looking at one, we gain insights into the other.

  1 Running across junction (7)
  5 A question of choice (5)
  8 Happen to change course (4,5)
  9 Short tailless dog (3)
  10 A span of roguishness (4)
  12 Such a net may become loose (8)
  14 Many admit to being
 inexperienced (6)
  15 Sarah’s new worry (6)
  17 Suggest the main
 di�erence is in prestige (8)
  18 Let it be one sort
 of square in another (4)
  21 Frequently no distance at all (3)
  22 Put back in o�ce and control
 political community (9)
  24 Reviewed American position
 in the Mediterranean (5)
  25 After midnight
 youngsters sparkle (7)

TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH OUR 
UNIQUE PUZZLE
� Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SU DO KU

CROSS WORD

Across: 1 Celerity, 5 Bias, 9 Storm, 
10 Airmail, 11 Going concern, 13 Letter, 
14 Chapel, 17 China cabinet, 20 Repined, 
21 Drake, 22 Styx, 23 Browbeat.

Down: 1 Case, 2 Lookout, 3 Roman 
remains, 4 Trance, 6 Irate, 7 Silently, 8 French 
window, 12 Placards, 15 Peerage, 16 Raider,  
18 Imply, 19 Beat. 

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS
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JUMBLE UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.

BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK

Yesterday’s

  1 Doctor has endless
 discussion over co�ee (5)
  2 Wood essential in model making (3)
  3 Country that is right
 to put Scotsman out (4)
  4 Earth reduced to dust? (6)
  5 He’s paid to mind
 someone else’s business (8)
  6 An insect’s uninterrupted
 development (9)
  7 Gear to make use of horsepower (7)
  11 They spend their time together (9)
  13 Rounded up but not rounded o� (8)
  14 Be like the rest and
 study past results (7)
  16 The horses in the racket (6)
  19 The king holds one of them (5)
  20 It’s a foreign drink (4)
  23 Skill acquired through
 regular training (3)

SSC exams to 
begin today 
till April 4 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad 

THE SSC Public Examinations 
will be conducted from March 
21 to April 4 across 2,650 exami-
nation centres in the state.  

The examination timings 
will be 9.30 am to 12:30 pm, ex-
cept for the first language com-
posite course and science sub-
jects. Candidates will be 
allowed into the centre until 
9.35 am, with a five-minute 
grace period. However, candi-
dates are advised to reach the 
examination centres by 8:30 am 
to avoid any last-minute 
hassles.  

According to the director of  
government examinations, a 
total of  5,09,403 candidates 
—2,58,895 boys and 2,50,508 girls 
— from 11,547 schools have reg-
istered for the examinations.  

Hall tickets have already 
been dispatched to schools 
through the DEO concerned. 
They are also available on the 
official website.

Relief on horizon as IMD 
forecasts rains across TG
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad 

RELIEF is in sight as rains are 
expected to bring down the 
scorching temperatures in the 
days ahead.  

According to the IMD, a 
trough extends from the upper 
air circulation over southwest 
Madhya Pradesh and its neigh-
bouring areas to north Odisha 
across Chhattisgarh at 0.9 
km above mean sea level. 
Another trough, from 
central Odisha to south 
Vidarbha across south 
Chhattisgarh at the 
same altitude, has be-
come less marked.  

Under the influence of  
this weather system, the state 
will experience light to moder-
ate rain or thundershowers un-
til March 23, bringing down the 
maximum temperatures in the 
process.  

The IMD has issued an orange 
warning for the next two days 
for thunderstorms accompa-
nied by lightning and gusty 
winds (30-40 kmph) in the Nir-

mal, Nizamabad, Mahabuba-
bad, Warangal, Hanamkonda, 
Jangaon, Siddipet, Vikarabad, 
Sangareddy, Medak, Kamared-
dy, Jayashankar Bhupalapally 
and Mulugu districts. A yellow 
warning has been issued for 
other districts, including Hy-
derabad, for thunderstorms and 
lightning with gusty winds.  

According to TGDPS reports, 
Adilabad recorded the high-

est maximum tempera-
ture in the state at 40.6°C 
on Thursday, while Hy-
derabad’s highest tem-
perature was 38.6°C in 
Chandrayangutta.  
Over the next five days, 

maximum temperatures in 
the state are expected to range 
between 36°C and 40°C. For the 
next 48 hours, Hyderabad will 
experience a partly cloudy sky 
with hazy conditions likely in 
the morning. The maximum 
and minimum temperatures are 
expected to be around 36°C and 
21°C, respectively. Surface winds 
will be southerly with speeds 
ranging from 6 to 10 kmph.

May 7–31: TG to 
be showcased  
like never before
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

PARTICIPANTS from 140 na-
tions are set to take part in the 
72nd Miss World Festival from 
May 7 to 31. The announcement 
was made at a grand pre-launch 
event  in  Hyderabad on 
Thursday.  

Tourism and Culture Minis-
ter Jupally Krishna Rao, reign-
ing Miss World Krystyna Pysz-
kova, Miss World Limited 
chairman & CEO Julia Morley 
and several other officials at-
tended the programme. The 
event began with a traditional 
pooja.

Addressing the gathering, 
Krishna Rao highlighted Telan-
gana’s rich herit-
age, modern in-
frastructure, 
and tourism 
potential, ex-
pressing confi-
dence that the 
festival would 
boost the state’s global a p -
peal. Julia Morley praised Tel-
angana as an ideal host, calling 
Miss World a platform for cul-
ture, empowerment and global 
unity.  

Officials also listed key ini-
tiatives to ensure the smooth 
conduct of  the programme in 
May. Apart from enhanced safe-
ty with a dedicated tourist po-
lice force, they are strengthen-
ing infrastructure and also 
taking steps to promote Telan-
gana’s arts, crafts and cuisine. 
They said that steps would be 
taken to highlight the state’s 
ecotourism and medical tour-
ism options.

TG braces for summer power surge
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

PRINCIPAL Secretary (Ener-
gy) Sandeep Kumar Sultania 
on Thursday directed Transco 
and SPDCL officials to ensure 
uninterrupted electricity sup-
ply during the summer season. 
Reviewing preparations on 
Thursday to meet rising de-
mand, he, along with SPDCL 
chairman and managing direc-
tor Musharraf  Faruqui, held a 
meeting with officials.  

In certain areas of  Greater 
Hyderabad, annual electricity 
demand growth exceeds 30%. 
Based on last summer’s experi-
ences, Transco has increased 
transformer capacity at Extra 
High Tension (EHT) substa-
tions in Bowrampet, Pa-
tancheru, RC Puram, Moula 
Ali, Bandlaguda, Gachibowli, 
Kaithalapur and Bollarum. Of-
ficials said that with these en-
hancements, power supply is-
sues are unlikely even if  
demand spikes significantly.  

Faruqui said last year’s peak 
power demand in the GHMC 
area stood at 4,352 MW. With 
the city’s rapid growth, this 

summer’s demand is expected 
to exceed 5,000 MW. To manage 
this, additional Power Trans-
formers, Distribution Trans-
formers (DTRs) and new feed-
ers have been installed at the 
33/11 kV and LT levels.  

As part of  the Feeder Outage 
Management System, the per-
formance of  5,062 11 kV feed-
ers is being monitored, with 
technical measures in place to 
oversee power supply up to the 
DTR level.  

W
HEN Krystyna 
Pyszkova of  the 
Czech Republic 
was crowned Miss 
World 2023, the 
spotlight followed 
— but her gaze 

turned elsewhere. Beyond the 
glittering stages and sun-kissed 
horizons, she found her calling: 
education and empowerment. In 
an exclusive tete-a-tete with 
TNIE’s Shreya Veronica, the 
beauty queen-cum-global advo-
cate reflects on temples that 
soothed her soul, sarees that 
draped her in cultural reverence 
and a mission sharper than any 
crown’s edge: to illuminate 
minds.

Excerpts:
You visited the Yadadri tem-
ple. How did you feel about it? 
How did you like the architec-
ture and the heritage of  
Telangana?
I love the heritage, and the whole 
world appreciates it… When I 
was there, I felt a deep sense of  
calm, spirituality and magic. 
The location on the hill provides 
a stunning view. I was happy to 
receive so many blessings and to 
witness the ceremonies and rit-
uals, which I had never seen be-
fore. It was truly a magical 
experience.

How does it feel to be in 
Hyderabad? 
I love it! It’s my fourth day here, 
and unfortunately, I’m leaving 
tomorrow. But we have one more 
beautiful event before I go. I have 

fallen in love with the country. 
As I mentioned, this place is spe-
cial to me because it’s where my 
journey with Miss World began. 
Every time I visit, the people are 
so friendly, warm and welcom-
ing. That’s why we love coming 
back with the Miss World team 
— we always feel at home.

What food did you enjoy in 
Hyderabad?
I tried haleem — it was deli-
cious! I was amazed to learn that 
it takes several hours to prepare. 
Indian cuisine is loved world-
wide, and my favourites are but-
ter chicken and tikka masala, 
which I often order back home 
in the Czech Republic.

You are representing the 
beauty of  the world. How 
does it feel to be Miss World? 
What challenges did you 
face at first?
It feels amazing — an ab-
solute blessing. Howev-
er, it comes with great 
responsibility. Miss 
World is not just about 
beauty; it is about making 
an impact. I want to use this plat-
form to promote meaningful 
causes and leave a legacy. In the 
beginning, there were challeng-
es, of  course. Being away from 
my family, friends and even my 
dogs was difficult. But travelling 
the world and meeting incredible 
people makes it all worthwhile.

What do you want to promote 
as Miss World?
My main focus is on education. I 
started an educational pro-
gramme in Tanzania for under-
privileged children, and today, 
we provide quality education to 
many students. In the Czech Re-
public, I launched a programme 
for persons with disabilities and 
am developing an app to improve 
financial literacy — a crucial 
skill often overlooked. My com-
mitment to education doesn’t 

end when I pass on the crown; I 
will continue working on these 
projects throughout my life.

What do you want to promote 
in India?
India has so many hidden gems! 
I had the opportunity to explore 
places like Yadagirigutta tem-
ple, and Chowmahalla and 
Falaknuma palaces, and I was 
mesmerised. But beyond archi-
tecture, India’s fashion, culture 
and nature are breathtaking. 
I’m excited to promote India’s 
traditional attire, like sarees, 
and its beautiful landscapes, 
from waterfalls to tiger reserves. 
The contestants need more than 
three weeks to truly explore Te-
langana’s beauty!

How did you like yourself  in 
a saree?

I absolutely loved it! That’s 
why I decided to wear it 
again. Connecting with 
the culture goes beyond 
just visiting places — it 
includes wearing tradi-

tional attire, trying local 
food and engaging with peo-

ple. I want to immerse myself  
fully in India’s essence and share 
this experience with the world.

Telangana is known for its 
handloom sarees. How do you 
plan to promote them?
In May, all Miss World contest-
ants will visit Telangana’s han-
dloom industry. Through this, 
everyone following Miss World 
will learn about India’s incredi-
ble craftsmanship. I admire the 
precision and attention to detail 
in these textiles, and I can’t wait 
to witness it firsthand.

Who inspires you? What led 
you to become Miss World?
It happened naturally. I found 
my passion while working in 
Tanzania, and my sister signed 
me up for a pageant, leading to 
where I am today. I admire 

former Miss World winners — 
they are powerful leaders. But 
my biggest inspiration is imag-
ining my future self. I visualise 
where I want to be in five years 
and take steps toward that vi-
sion every day.

What keeps you motivated?
I have an album on my phone 
filled with screenshots of  sup-
portive messages from people 
around the world. On difficult 
days, I read them and they 
reignite my passion. Knowing 
that people believe in me keeps 
my inner light shining.

How do you define success?
Success, to me, is happiness. 
Wealth means nothing if  you’re 
not happy, healthy and surround-
ed by good people. True success 
is finding your passion and pur-
pose and living it every day.

How do you stay fit?
Balance is key! I stay active 
through horse riding and other 
sports. I eat healthy but never 
restrict myself  — if  I want choc-
olate or pizza, I enjoy it. Taking 
care of  your body also means 
staying hydrated, sleeping well 
and maintaining a positive 
mindset.

W h a t  i s  yo u r  s t y l e 
statement?
I love elegance and timeless 
fashion — styles that remain 
classy even after a decade. I also 
enjoy wearing pieces from fash-
ion weeks. Fashion is art, and I 
love supporting creativity in the 
industry.

BEAUTY& SUBSTANCE, 
SHE HAS IT ALL

Woman accused of 
blackmail, orchestrating 
sexual assault 
Suryapet: A case of a 26-year-old 
woman being allegedly lured into 
a premeditated assault scheme 
by her acquaintance came to light 
on Thursday.  The accused, Roja, a 
resident of Huzurnagar, allegedly 
lured her friend to her home on 
March 7 and made her consume 
liquor. Once intoxicated, Roja 
allowed her boyfriend, Pramod 
Kumar, to sexually assault her 
while recording the act on video. 
Later, on March 18, Roja invited 
the victim again and this time 
pressured her to submit to the 
demands of her friend Harish, 
threatening to release the videos 
if she refused. When the victim 
resisted, Roja brutally assaulted 
her. Subsequently, the victim 
approached the police, who have 
registered a case and initiated an 
investigation.

EXPRESS READ

Workers shield 
themselves from 
the sun in Hitec 
City| SRI LOGANATHAN 
VELMURUGAN

The goal should 
be to provide 
100% 
satisfactory 
service to 
consumers

Sandeep Kumar 
Sultania, Principal 
Secretary (Energy) 
to officials

Peak power load record
The peak power load on the state’s 
transmission system reached a 
record high of 17,162 MW at 4.39 
pm on Thursday. On the same day 
last year, the peak demand stood 
at 13,557 MW. The peak demand 
recorded by SPDCL was 11,017 MW. 
Despite the rising demand, the 
power utilities have been 
supplying uninterrupted electricity 
to all consumers, said Deputy CM 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka

Scan QR code to 
watch full interview

PIC: SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN
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Based on a tip-off, 40 quintals of Public Distribution System 
(PDS) rice worth `40,000 and a vehicle were seized by 
police during a vehicle check in Utnoor mandal headquarters. 
A case has been registered against four people

40 QUINTALS OF  
PDS RICE WORTH  

`40K SEIZED

TG on high alert after recent Maoist encounters
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad/Khammam/Mulugu

A high alert has been sounded 
in the Maoist-hit villages of  
Kannaigudem, Wazeedu, 
Venkatapuram, Eturu-
nagaram and Mangapet 
in Mulugu district. This 
comes following the two 
separate police encoun-
t e r s  o n  T h u r s d ay 
against Maoists in the 
Bijapur forest area on 
t h e  Te l a n g a n a -
Chhattisgarh border 
in which 30 extrem-

ists were gunned down. 
Owing to Telangana’s prox-

imity to the Bijapur and Kanker 
d i s t r i c t s , where the 

encounters took place, security 
has been beefed up along the 
border. Officials believe that 
Other Maoists might attempt to 

evade law enforcement in 
Chhattisgarh and enter 
Telangana for refuge. 
Additional companies of  

Greyhounds, special forc-
es and CRPF personnel have 

been deployed along the border 
for combing operations.

Bhadrachalam ASP Vikranth 
Kumar Singh told the media 
that precautionary measures 
have been put in place and the 
police aren’t allowing anyone 

from Chhattisgarh to enter Tel-
angana until they show proper 
documents and list their reason 
for visit. “The left-wing extrem-
ists have been trying to rebuild 
for a long time now but have 
been unsuccessful owing to the 
sustained efforts of  law enforce-
ment officials,” he stated.

Mulugu SP Dr P Shabarish 
told TNIE, “Since one and a 
half  months, we have been on 
alert in Mulugu bordering 
Chattisgarh. The police are 
keeping a vigil on Maoist move-
ments along the Telangana-
Chattisgarh border.”

Endorsing betting 
apps lands actors 

in legal trouble
Rana, Prakash Raj, Vijay Deverakonda, 

Manchu Lakshmi, Praneetha in the dock
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

MIYAPUR police have regis-
tered criminal cases against 25 
celebrities, including six well-
known actors—Rana Daggu-
bati, Prakash Raj, Vijay Dever-
akonda, Manchu Lakshmi, 
Praneetha and Nidhi Agarw-
al—for allegedly promoting on-
line betting. 

Among those booked are 19 
social media influencers — 
Ananya Nagella, Siri Hanu-
manthu, Sreemukhi, Varshini 
S o u n d e r a j a n ,  Va s a n t h i 
Krishnan, Shoba Shetty, Am-
rutha Chosswdary, Nayani Pa-
vani, Neha Pathan, Pandu, Pad-
hmavathi, Imran Khan, Vishnu 
Priya, Harsha Sai, Bayya Sun-
ny Yadav, Shyamala, Tasty Teja, 
Rithu Chowdhary and Bandaru 
Sheshayani Supritha.

The complainant, business-
man PM Phanindra Sharma, 
stated that while using social 
media platforms, particularly 
Instagram and Facebook, he 
came across several celebrities 
and influencers actively pro-
moting illegal betting apps and 
websites. It is alleged that these 
celebrities receive large sums 
to endorse betting platforms, 
which attract individuals — es-
pecially those in financial dis-
tress—into investing their 
earnings. This, in turn, leads to 
habitual gambling.

Cases have been registered 
under Sections 3, 3(A), and 4 of  
the Telangana Gaming Act, 
Sections 318(4) and 112 read 
with Section 49 of  the BNS, and 
Section 66-D of  the IT Act.

Meanwhile, Prakash Raj re-
sponded with a video on Twit-

ter, stating that a betting agen-
cy approached him in June 2016 
for a promotional video which 
he did. “But my conscience did 
not allow me to renew it after 
the one-year term ended. It has 
been over nine years since I last 
endorsed any betting advertise-
ments,” he explained, urging 
young people not to fall prey to 
such schemes.

Meanwhile, the Panjagutta 
police questioned Vishnu Priya 
and Rithu Chowdhary over a 
case related to promoting on-
line betting apps. 

Women’s panel asks 
citizens to express views 
on lewd dances in films
Chairperson of State Women’s 
Commission Nerella Sharada has 
asked the people of Telangana 
and some organisations to 
express their views on the vulgar 
dance steps in several Telugu 
movies. She also warned of strict 
action against those who do not 
mend their ways and continue 
manifesting vulgarity in dancing

Metro to remove betting 
apps ads from coaches
HMRL MD NVS Reddy has directed 
the L&TMRHL officials and ad 
agencies to remove ads by betting 
apps from Metro coaches.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Speeding car mows down two-year-old
Hyderabad: A two-year-old girl, who was run over by a speeding car 
while playing outside her house in Kukatpally, died after undergoing 
treatment for over four days on Thursday. The victim, Adritha, was 

admitted to a hospital on March 16. Sources said that the car driver was 
steering his vehicle in a rash and negligent manner.

Fake guru held for 
raping women

Medak: Medak police on Thursday 
arrested a fake guru for sexually 

assaulting women under the 
pretext of spiritual treatment. 

The accused, Bommela Bapu 
Swamy, is a resident of Anupuram 

village in Vemulvada mandal, 
Sircilla. The police explained that 

Bommela has been conning 
women suffering from health 

issues. The police seized his two 
cell phones which had several 

lewd videos stored in them.

Minister promises
facilities in govt hosps
Hyderabad: Health Minister 
Damodar Rajanarasimha has 
announced that steps would be 
taken to ensure that 90% of the 
medical services are available at 
all the district-level government 
hospitals. He was speaking at a 
review meeting with senior 
officials here on Thursday. He said 
that a comprehensive plan will be 
implemented to develop 
advanced facilities in the 
government hospitals.

Bhatti inaugurates vet hospital
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad 

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka inaugurated 
Pet First—a cutting-edge veterinary multi-speciality hospital—in 
Hyderabad on Thursday. He emphasised the growing demand for 
pet hospitals in the Hyderabad metropolitan area.

Vikramarka noted that there was a common perception that 
comprehensive medical care is not accessible in all areas of  the 
city. “We are pleased to welcome the Pet First Multi-Specialty Hos-
pital, equipped with advanced tech and 24/7 services,” he said. 

GHMC introduces ‘Fogging on Request’ feature
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (GHMC) 
has introduced a new digital 
feature called “Fogging on Re-
quest” on its My GHMC mobile 
app. 

Residents facing mosquito 

problems can now log into the 
app and request a fogging opera-
tion. The request will be as-
signed to an assistant entomolo-
gist, who will direct the fogging 
worker to the specified area. 
Once the request is fulfilled, the 
worker will upload a geo-tagged 
photo as proof  of  completion.   

This feature will initially be 

tested in the Jubilee Hills Cir-
cle before being expanded to all 
GHMC circles. GHMC has 
urged residents to make use of  
this service.

The new system aims to im-
prove efficiency by addressing 
complaints about neglected ar-
eas and repetitive fogging in 
some locations.

HYDRAA 
begins clearing 
60-ft road in 
Masab Cheruvu
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Hyderabad Disaster Re-
sponse and Asset Protection 
Agency (HYDRAA) on Thurs-
day began removing the 60-ft 
wide road constructed within 
the full tank level of  Masab 
Cheruvu area in Turkayamjal,
A b d u l l a p u r  m a n d a l  i n 
Rangareddy.

The agency began clearing 
boulders and soil from the 300-
metre long road following com-
plaints from locals that real es-
tate developers had built the 
road across the 70-acre lake.

Ibrahimpatnam MLA Malred-
dy Rangareddy had also raised
the issue in the Legislative As-
sembly, alleging that the previ-
ous regime did not stop the 
dumping of  thousands of  lorry-
loads of  construction waste to 
build the road to lay the road. 

An inquiry revealed that the 
HMDA had already determined 
the FTL boundaries of  the lake 
and that the road was an en-
croachment of  the water body. 

Meanwhile, following com-
plaints that waste was being 
dumped into the Gangaram 
tank in Chandanagar, Serilin-
gampally mandal, HYDRAA 
Commissioner AV Ranganath 
inspected the water body.

25-year-old man dies in  
hit-and-run at Narsingi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

A 25-year-old private employee 
was killed after an unidentified 
vehicle rammed his motorcycle 
at Puppalaguda village un-
der the Narsingi police 
station limits in the wee 
hours of  Thursday. The 
d e c e a s e d ,  N ave e n 
Chari, was a resident of  
Korelli village of  Dharu-
ru mandal in Vikarabad. 

Police stated that the acci-
dent occurred when Naveen 
was travelling home from 
Gachibowli to Vikarabad. 
When he reached T Grill Junc-

tion, an unidentified vehicle 
collided with his bike, resulting 
in numerous grievous injuries 
on Naveen’s body.

Upon noticing, the passersby 
sent him to a hospital in Gachi-

bowli where he died while 
undergoing treatment. 

The police informed his 
father Ramulu, who 
rushed to the hospital, 
to lear n about the 

mishap. 
Meanwhile, the police 

have registered a case in con-
nection with the accident and 
an investigation has been 
launched to track the unidenti-
fied vehicle.

CSIR - CENTRAL SALT & MARINE 
CHEMICALS RESEARCH INSTITUTE

GIJUBHAI BADHEKA MARG, BHAVNAGAR - 364 002.
(CSIR-An Autonoums Body under Ministry of Science & Technology)

ADVERTISEMENT NO.01/2025

CSIR - Central Salt & Marine Chemicals Research Institute, Bhavnagar invites ONLINE 
applications from eligible Indian Citizens for the following posts.

Name of Positions Number of Positions Pay Level in Pay Matrix 
as per 7th CPC

Security Officer 01 (UR-01) Level - 07
Junior Hindi Translator 01 (UR-01) Level - 06
Junior Stenographer 04 (UR-02, ST-01, EWS-01) Level - 04
Junior Secretariat Assistant 
(General) 05(UR-03, OBC-01, ST-01) Level - 02

Junior Secretariat Assistant 
(Finance & Accounts) 02 (UR-01, ST-01) Level - 02

Junior Secretariat Assistant 
(Stores & Purchase) 02 (UR-01, ST-01) Level - 02

Starting date for submission of online application: 
06.03.2025 at 09:00 AM onwards

Last date for submission of online applications: 
31.03.2025 at 11:59 PM.

For complete details, kindly visit Institute’s webiste  
www.csmcri.res.in/jobs

Sd/-
CBC 36212/11/0005/2425  Controller of Administration

Scan & Apply

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
O/o. Superintending Engineer, Mission Bhagiratha, Circle-Bhongir
e-NIT NO.26, 27, 28 (Reserved for ST Category) & 29/T2/MB/AKBR/O&M 

2024-25, Dated: 20.03.2025 (Short Tender Notice)
26) Repairs of Transformer yards, PTRs, DTRs of Substation Yards at 70 MLD WTP 
Batlapally with an estimate cost of Rs.50.00 Lakhs (General Category), 27) Repairs 
of Transformer yards, PTRs, D.TRs of Substation Yards at 50 MLD WTP Kondapur 
with an estimate cost of Rs.50.00 Lakhs (General category), 28) O&M of 7MLD WTP 
Pendlipakala from 01-06-2024 to 31-03-2025 and distribution network from 01-01-2025 
and 31-03-2025 with an estimate cost of Rs.30.00 Lakhs (Reserved for ST Category) 
29) O&M of 9MLD WTP PD Pally from 01-06-2024 to 31-03-2025 with an estimate cost 
of Rs.35.00 Lakhs (General category). From: 21-03-2025 to 24-03-2025 up to 
11:00AM. Further details can be had from https://tender.telangana.gov.in 

Sd/- Superintending Engineer, MB Circle, Bhongir.
DIPR R.O. No.11829-PP/CL/Advt/1/2024-25, Dt: 20/03/2025

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
  PUBLIC HEALTH AND MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

E - PROCUREMENT NOTICE
NIT No.674/TUFIDC/KMM/2025 Date: 19.03.2025
1 No. of works in Khammam District at an estimated cost of  
Rs.850.00 Lakhs. Download start date 20.03.2025 and download end 
dates as per uploaded bid document. 

Further details can be seen @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (PH), Unit-I, TUFIDC, Warangal.

DIPR R.O. No.11712-PP/CL/Advt/1/2024-25, Dt: 19/03/2025

SMD INITIATIVE

T

This partnership is a 
strategic move that will 

create valuable academic 
pathways and global 

career opportunities for 
students while fostering 

educational ties between 
the two nations.

he KIIT-DU has signed 
an MoU with the Univer-
sity of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
USA today to establish a 
dual degree program in 

B.Tech Computer Science. The 
signing ceremony took place 
in the presence of Dr. Achyuta 
Samanta, Founder of KIIT and 
KISS, marking a significant step 
towards international collabora-
tion in higher education.

According to Prof. Saran-
jit Singh, Vice-Chancellor of 
KIIT, this initiative introduces 
a unique 2+2 program where 
students will spend two years at 
KIIT and two years at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa. Upon comple-
tion, they will graduate with two 
degrees at the same level. This 
program is part of KIIT’s broad-
er strategy to enhance the 
internationalization of its 
educational offerings.

In addition to the 
dual degree program, 
40 students from various 
disciplines including engineer-
ing and liberal studies will par-
ticipate in short courses at the 
University of Tulsa during the 
summer. This initiative aims to 
foster further collaboration in re-
search, faculty exchanges, and 
sabbaticals between the two 
institutions.

Dr. Vivian Wang, Vice Pro-
vost for Global Engagement 
at the University of Tulsa, ex-
pressed enthusiasm for this 
collaboration, highlighting that it 
would strengthen ties between 
India and the United States. 
She noted that her previous 
visit to KIIT last year left a last-
ing impression regarding its 
commitment to providing quality 
education, particularly for tribal 
students.

Prof Singh added that the 

University of Tulsa is known for 
its robust support for student 
placements, boasting a 100 
per cent placement rate, which 
aligns with KIIT’s achievements 
in campus placements.

Dr. Samanta, in his address, 
emphasized that this MoU 
opens up opportunities for KIIT 
students to experience educa-
tion in an international context, 
thereby enriching their academ-
ic journey.

Professor Debashis Ban-
dyopadhyay, Vice Chancellor of 
KISS, concluded the event with 
a vote of thanks, underscoring 
the significance of this partner-
ship for both institutions.

KIIT is a pioneer in building 
global academic networks as 
part its concerted effort towards 

internationalisation of its 
campus, collaborating 
with over 60 renowned 
institutions across the 

USA, UK, France, Ger-
many, Japan, South Korea, 

Thailand, Taiwan, Colombia, 
Bangladesh, and beyond.

It has established over 350 
MoUs with corporations and 
universities globally. They in-
clude University of Oxford, Ari-
zona State University, Imperial 
College London, Lund Universi-
ty and University of Florida and 
Toi Ohomai Institute of Tech-
nology, New Zealand, among 
others.

These partnerships foster ac-
ademic excellence and cultural 
exchange, enabling students 
and faculty to engage in innova-
tive research and learning op-
portunities. Programs Offered 
Under International Linkages in-
clude Semester Exchange Pro-
gram, Dual-Degree Programme, 
Internship Programme, and 
Pathway Program.

KIIT-DU and University of Tulsa,  
USA Sign MoU to Launch Dual Degree  

Program in Computer Science

Significance for  
Students
� Dual Degree Advantage: The 
2+2 program allows students to 
earn two degrees from two pres-
tigious institutions, enhancing 
their academic credentials and 
global employability.
� Global Exposure: Students will 
gain international experience 
by spending two years in the 
USA, broadening their cultural 
understanding and academic 
perspectives.
� Enhanced Career Opportuni-
ties: The University of Tulsa’s 
strong placement record, coupled 
with KIIT’s impressive placement 
track, ensures excellent career 
prospects.
� Skill Development: Exposure 
to diverse teaching methods, 
research opportunities, and 
international learning environ-
ments will strengthen students’ 
technical and soft skills.
INSTITUTIONAL BENEFITS
� International Collaboration: 
The MoU enhances KIIT’s global 
academic partnerships, aligning 
with its goal of internationalizing 
education.
� Research and Faculty 
Exchange: Opportunities for 
collaborative research, faculty 
sabbaticals, and academic ex-
changes will foster innovation 
and knowledge-sharing.
� Cultural and Educational 
Integration: The partnership 
strengthens educational ties 
between India and the United 
States, promoting cross-cultural 
learning.
BROADER IMPACT
� Enhanced Reputation: This col-
laboration further solidifies KIIT’s 
position as a globally connected 
institution committed to quality 
education.
�  Support for Diverse Disci-
plines: The inclusion of liberal 
studies, along with engineering, 
encourages interdisciplinary 
learning.
�  Empowering Tribal Students: 
The initiative aligns with KIIT’s 
ongoing e�orts to provide 
enhanced opportunities for 
marginalized communities.
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MEENAKSHI TO RELY ON 
HER EXPERIENCE TO 

STREAMLINE TPCC
I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y  @ Hyderabad 

AICC general secretary and 
Congress Telangana in-charge 
Meenakshi Natarajan has been 
closely monitoring the party’s 
state of  affairs at both the state 
and grassroots levels, leverag-
ing her personal network for 
insights. Sources indicated that 
she has utilised her longstand-
ing connections from Madhya 
Pradesh to gather public senti-
ment regarding the Congress 
and the state government. 

According to trusted sources, 
Natarajan has been engaging 
with activists from various sec-
tors to regularly assess the par-
ty’s performance and public 
perception. Her appointment is 
said to have helped ease ten-
sions within the party, fostering 
unity and addressing in-
ternal dissent.

Even before officially 
taking charge, Natara-
jan reportedly conduct-
ed a thorough evalua-
tion of  the party’s 
leadership, organisational 
situation, strengths and weak-
ness, and other focus areas. She 
sought feedback on the perform-
ance of  chief  minister, minis-
ters, MLAs, MLCs and MPs 
from individuals with over 30 
years in the party.  

Sources revealed that she re-
portedly inquired about the 
second-tier leaders and newly 
joined members, and also 
sought the opinions of  dedicat-
ed party cadre. It was also stat-
ed that a third party informed 
her about gaps and negligence 
towards loyal Congress leaders. 
Additionally, younger leaders 
who have been vocal about par-

ty issues are reportedly unhap-
py. Some leaders who created a 
stir were given nominated 
posts, while genuine activists 
were overlooked, said sources.  

Both before and after forming  
the government, the party re-
portedly prioritised “parachute 
leaders,” sidelining original 
leaders. A performance report 
presented to the leadership  
indicated that the government 
had not met the high command’s 
expectations, sparking internal 
debate.  

Furthermore, leaders alleg-
edly failed to effectively publi-
cise the government’s initia-
tives. It is believed that the 
government’s achievements  
did not reach the public due to 
this reason.  

Following these reports, Na-
tarajan has taken charge 

of  Telangana affairs and 
is preparing a plan to 
strengthen the party in 
the state. Since her ap-
pointment, there has 

been noticeable silence 
— no press meets, contro-

versial statements, or public 
comments from party leaders. 
However, some believe that 
leaders with strong Delhi con-
nections are manoeuvring to 
influence AICC’s actions, fuel-
ling speculation about upcom-
ing developments.  

Dedicated Congress members 
expect major changes in the 
coming days, including the ap-
pointment of  a full-fledged Tel-
angana Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee. There is hope that 
original and loyal leaders will 
finally be accommodated in the 
new appointments under Na-
tarajan’s leadership.

HC seeks OU response 
on protest ban circular
T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court has 
directed OU and the Higher Ed-
ucation department to file their 
responses in a writ petition 
challenging the recent circular 
r e s t r i c t i n g  s t u d e n t 
protests.

 The judge was hear-
ing a writ petition filed 
by Pinjari Rafi, an OU 
student, seeking a dec-
laration that the circu-
lar dated March 13, 2025, 
was unconstitutional, ultra 
vires Articles 19(1) and 21 of  
the Constitution, arbitrary and 
capricious. The petitioner 
urged the court to set aside the 
circular and protect the funda-
mental rights of  students.

 The petitioner contended 
that the circular unlawfully 
curtails students’ fundamental
rights to protest and raise 
slogans.

 Citing the Supreme Court 
ruling in Bijoe Emmanuel vs. 

State of  Kerala, the peti-
tioner argued that re-
strictions on such fun-
damental rights cannot 
be imposed through a 
mere circular but re-

quire a statutory law. 
The petition seeks to strike 

down the circular on this legal 
basis.

 During the hearing, standing 
counsel for OU clarified that the 
institution does not intend to 
prohibit protests in open spaces 
within the campus. 

Hate speech case 
against Bandi quashed

Justice K Lakshman of the
Telangana HC quashed a case
registered against Union MoS

Bandi Sanjay during the GHMC
election campaign in November

2020. The case, registered at the
Market PS, accused Sanjay of

inciting communal hatred at a
meeting. During the hearing,

Sanjay’s counsel argued that the
case had been registered without
substantial evidence and pointed 

out discrepancies in witness
statements. After reviewing the
evidence, the HC observed that

the charges pressed against
Sanjay did not meet the

necessary legal requirements.

Greenfield Radial Road 
tender notice stayed
The HC issued status quo orders in 
a plea challenging the tender 
notification issued by the HMDA 
and HGCL inviting bids for the 
construction of a Greenfield 
Radial Road from the ORR 
interchange at Raviryal to the RRR 
at Amangal, Rangareddy district. 
The petitioners contended that 
the land acquisition process had 
not reached finality. Recognising 
that the land acquisition 
proceedings had not yet reached 
the Section 15 or Section 19 
stages, the court directed that 
status quo be maintained with 
respect to the e-procurement 
tender notice by HGCL. 

‘Extortion’ FIR 
against Harish 
Rao junked
Hyderabad: Justice K Lakshman 
of the Telangana High Court on 
Thursday quashed the FIR 
accusing former minister T Harish 
Rao and retired DCP P 
Radhakishan Rao of intimidation, 
extortion and criminal conspiracy 
registered by the Panjagutta 
police based on a complaint by G 
Chakradhar Goud.  Harish Rao 
and Radhakishan Rao had moved 
the high court seeking the 
quashing of the FIR. After 
hearing the arguments, Justice  
K Lakshman ruled in their favour, 
leading to the dismissal of the 
proceedings. The case was  
one of several linked to alleged 
phone-tapping incidents that 
have raised concerns over privacy 
and legal implications in 
Telangana.

Cong failed to fulfil 6Gs, hold it accountable: Shah to TG BJP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad 

STATE BJP Lok Sabha mem-
bers, including Union minis-
ters G Kishan Reddy and Bandi 
Sanjay Kumar, along with the 
newly elected MLCs and other 
senior leaders met Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah and BJP 
national president JP Nadda in 
Delhi on Thursday. 

Shah congratulated the new-
ly elected MLCs from the Kar-
imnagar-Nizamabad-Medak-
Adilabad Teachers’  and 
Graduates’ constituency. MLCs 
C Anji Reddy and Malka Koma-
raiah expressed their gratitude 
to the party and Shah for giving 

them an opportunity to contest 
the elections. 

According to sources, Shah 
urged the leaders, MPs and 
MLCs to work hard, fight for 
people’s issues and hold the 
Congress accountable for fail-
ing to fulfil its six guarantees 
and other promises made dur-
ing the Assembly elections. 

Sources further revealed that 
the Union Home minister is re-
ceiving regular reports on the 
party’s position in the state, in-
cluding the performance of  its 
members. 

A senior leader who attended 
the meeting stated that the par-
ty’s central leadership, includ-

ing PM Narendra Modi and 
Shah, is closely monitoring de-
velopments in the state. Based 
on recent reports and the MLC 
election results, the party is be-
lieved to be gaining ground.

The leader also revealed that 
the BJP plans to intensify its 
focus on the upcoming GHMC 
and local body polls, particu-
larly in urban areas and inten-
sify  efforts to secure a majority 
of  seats in rural segments. The 
party is aiming to strengthen 
its presence and expects to be 
in a strong position ahead of  
the next Assembly polls, with 
the goal of  coming to power in 
Telangana.

BJP MPs, including Union ministers G Kishan Reddy and Bandi Sanjay, and the newly 
elected MLCs call  on Union Home Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi on Thursday

KTR slams Cong, announces BRS action plan
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Suryapet

BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao criticised the Con-
gress government, alleging 
lack of  water here despite the 
district being home to the Irri-
gation minister.

Addressing party workers in 
Suryapet, he alleged that crops 
dried up due to Congress poli-
cies, not drought. Rama Rao ac-
cused the Congress of  deliber-
ately releasing Godavari water 
to AP out of  hatred for KCR, 
without making “minor re-
pairs” at Medigadda. “People 
realise the value of  KCR’s lead-

ership after seeing the Con-
gress’s failures and want BRS 
back in power,” he claimed.  

Calling Revanth a sannasi 
(useless person) who became 
CM using YouTubers, Rama Rao 

mocked him for now threaten-
ing YouTube scribes. He dared 
the Congress to prove they de-
livered 100% loan waivers, say-
ing no leader had the courage to 
take up the challenge.  

Black money being pumped 
into SM platforms: CM

F R O M  P A G E  1 

The hospitality, food, and trans-
port industries will benefit 
from this, he added.

Revanth alleged that under 
the pretext of  the Formula E 
race, Rama Rao misappropri-
ated government funds and is 
now facing legal action.

Speaking about fake news, he 
alleged that some people were 
using looted money to fund 
false propaganda against him 
on social media. He stated that 
social media and “WhatsApp 
University” are platforms 
where money is invested to in-
fluence narratives. The chief  
minister also alleged that black 
money was being utilised to 
tarnish the government’s im-
age online.

Criticising some leaders for 
alleging that the previous gov-
ernment had issued notifica-
tions while the current admin-
istration has done nothing, 
Revanth said: “Don’t the oppo-
sition leaders see how unem-
ployed youth have suffered due 
to the lack of  competitive ex-
ams over the last 10 years? The 
previous rulers appointed their 
family members to key posi-
tions after their electoral de-
feat. Don’t you see the suffering 
of  poor job aspirants in Telan-
gana? Why didn’t the previous 
government consider provid-
ing jobs to the poor? What we 
have achieved in 10 months is 
substantial; why couldn’t you 
do it in 10 years?”

He pointed out that the Con-
gress government, upon com-
ing to power, filled 57,924 vacan-
cies in the government sector.

Responding to criticism from 
opposition leaders regarding 
his performance, he said: “We 
may not have grown up in pal-
aces, but we have witnessed the 
struggles of  the poor in the Nal-
lamala forests. That is why we 

are empathetic. The opposition 
leaders lack compassion. The 
chief  minister should have wis-
dom, and I am demonstrating 
that wisdom.”

He said: “Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi claims that he 
has developed Hyderabad. How-
ever, real development has tak-
en place in Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka, which is why many 
people from North India, Chhat-
tisgarh, Jharkhand, and Odis-
ha migrate to these states for 
employment. So, who has 
brought development—us or 
you? Southern states are recog-
nised as the ‘care of ’ address 
for development.”

Revanth pointed out that the 
state’s unemployment rate has 
declined from 8.8% to 6.1% and 
said that Telangana is at the 
forefront  of  addressing 
unemployment.

The chief  minister also 
launched the “Build Now” por-
tal, which facilitates online 
building permits. He said that 
the initiative aims to curb ir-
regularities in the building 
permit process in Hyderabad. 
He emphasised that all individ-
uals, regardless of  status, must 
obtain online approval. “Our 
main objective is to deliver a 
transparent administration to 
the people and that is good gov-
ernance,” he added.

YOUNG LEADERS

CM to visit Chennai for all-party delimitation meeting
Hyderabad: Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy will be attending the 

Southern States All-Party Meeting organised by the DMK and Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin on March 22 in Chennai.  A DMK 
delegation, including Minister KN Nehru and MPs K Kanimozhi  

and A Raja invited Revanth Reddy to the meeting, which will focus on 
the delimitation of Lok Sabha seats, a move that could potentially 

reduce the number of seats in Southern states. TPCC president  
B Mahesh Kumar Goud will also attend the meeting. Sources  

indicate that Revanth is expected to leave for Chennai  
on Friday evening, attend the meeting on Saturday, and return the 
same day. Meanwhile, a heated debate continues between the BJP 

and Congress over the delimitation issue, with both parties  
accusing each other for the past month.

BRS working president KT Rama Rao 
address party workers in Suryapet

Students of a primary 
school in Narsingapur of 
Chandurthi mandal take 

part in a mock election

The poll, with voter slips, 
‘election officials’ and 

more was in every sense 
a smooth affair

Principal S Jalandhar 
Reddy hoped the exercise 
will  make the students 
respect democracy

Padayatra next year to 
‘expose Cong mistakes’ 
KT Rama Rao announced that he will 
undertake a padayatra next year to 
expose the anti-people policies of the 
Congress and mobilise support for BRS 
ahead of the next elections. Speaking at
a press conference in Suryapet on 
Thursday, he stated that his current 
focus is on touring districts and 
strengthening the party until December.

Debt crisis deepens, off-Budget loans hit state hard
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

THE Socio-Economic Outlook 
2025, tabled in the Assembly, 
highlighted how open market 
and off-budget borrowings have 
severely curtailed the state’s fis-
cal capacity to deliver essential 
public services and drive 
development.  

The interest payments-to-
state’s own revenue (IP-to-SOR) 
ratio, a key indicator of  fiscal 
health, worsened from 14.6% in 
2014-15 to 18.0% in 2023-24 (Provi-
sional). When factoring in off-
budget borrowings, the overall 
interest burden surged from 
15.1% in 2014–15 to 28.2% in 2023–
24, signalling persistent pressure 
on state finances, it said.  

“The state’s precarious finan-
cial situation is also evidenced 
by its growing dependence on 
short-term borrowing,” it said. 

It pointed to a significant mis-
match between revenue genera-
tion and expenditure commit-
ments that led to increased 
reliance on ways and means ad-
vances (WMA) and overdraft fa-
cilities from the RBI, a practice 

that was virtually non-existent 
in 2014-15. Overdraft utilisation 
surged from just five days in 
2017–18 to 121 days in 2023–24, 
while Normal WMA usage 
jumped from 34 days in 2016–17 
to 154 days in 2023–24. This grow-
ing dependence on short-term 
borrowing has further inflated 
the state’s interest payments, 
worsening its financial strain.

The state’s heavy reliance on 
RBI’s financial accommodation, 
coupled with the adjustment of  
off-budget borrowings in 2021–22 
against future borrowings lim-
its and a rising debt servicing 
burden, severely curtailed its 
fiscal capacity to provide essen-
tial public services and drive de-
velopment, the report said.

To address this, the state is ne-
gotiating with financial institu-
tions to lower borrowing costs 
and extend the repayment peri-
ods. It has also decided to not re-
sort to off-budget borrowings 
serviced from the Budget. 

“These measures will help re-
duce outstanding debt and ease 
the debt servicing burden in the 
short to medium term. Guaran-

tees will only be extended to 
PSUs with sufficient cash flows 
to service their debt. In addition 
to the above measures, the gov-
ernment is actively pursuing 
strategies to augment its re-
source base,” the Outlook said.

The government is also ex-
ploring new revenue streams, 
strengthening PSUs, plugging 
revenue leakages and expand-
ing the tax and non-tax base to 
improve fiscal stability, it said.  

Debt servicing burden surges
The state’s budgeted debt servic-
ing burden has surged from 
`6,954 crore in 2014–15 to ̀ 36,866 
crore in 2023–24 (Provisional). 
When factoring in off-budget 
borrowings, the burden has 
worsened from `7,254 crore in 
2014–15 to `61,691 crore in 2023–
24 (Provisional).  

This increase is largely due to 
SPVs securing government-
guaranteed loans from financial 
institutions at higher interest 
rates (8.93%–11.50%), signifi-
cantly exceeding the 7.49% aver-
age interest rate for Open Mar-
ket Borrowings (OMB), it said.

TG top paddy producer in India, yet sees decline in yield/acre
M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad 

EVEN though Telangana re-
mained one of  the top paddy-
producing states in the country,
paddy yield slightly declined 
from 2,209 kg per acre to 2,166 
kg per acre. According to the 
Socio-Economic Outlook 2025 
tabled in the Assembly by Dep-
uty Chief  Minister Mallu Bhat-
ti Vikramarka, the decline in 
the yield is attributed to soil nu-
trient depletion and erratic 
rainfall.  

The yield trends of  major 
crops in Telangana for 2024–25 
present a mixed pattern, with 
some crops showing improve-

ment, while others experienced 
a decline. As per the Socio-Eco-
nomic Outlook, maize, cotton, 
soybean and sesame recorded 
an increase in yield, indicating 
better crop management prac-
tices and favourable grow-
ing conditions. Maize 
yield rose from 2,295 kg 
per acre in 2023–24 to 
2,405 kg per acre, while 
cotton improved from 
586 kg per acre to 628 kg 
per acre. Soybean showed a 
significant rise from 600 kg per 
acre to 735 kg per acre. 

Despite encouragement from 
the Union and state govern-
ments to cultivate pulses, their 
yields remained low. The report 

noted that red gram, Bengal 
gram, groundnut, jowar, green 
gram, black gram, safflower and 
sunflower also recorded lower 
yields, likely due to adverse 
weather conditions and pest in-

festations. Jowar yield 
saw a notable decline 
from 887 kg per acre to 
772 kg per acre, while 
black gram dropped 
sharply from 498 kg per 

acre to 350 kg per acre. 
These trends highlight the 

need for targeted interventions, 
including improved seed varie-
ties, balanced fertilisation and 
better water management, to 
sustain and enhance productiv-
ity across different crops.

Meanwhile, annual credit al-
location for agriculture wit-
nessed a significant increase of  
35% compared to the previous 
year, rising from `1.12 lakh 
crore in 2023–24 to `1.52 lakh 
crore in 2024–25. Of  this, `1.08 
lakh crore had already been dis-
bursed by December 2024. 

The report said that women 
constitute about 69% of  the 
workforce engaged in the live-
stock sector. Small and margin-
al farmers, along with the land-
less poor, contribute 62% to 
milk production and own 70% 
of  the livestock in the state.

The report also highlighted 
challenges such as water scar-
city, degrading natural resourc-

es and vulnerability of  rainfed 
agriculture to natural calami-
ties. Addressing these issues 
requires restoring confidence 
in rain-fed farming through im-
proved technologies, sustaina-
ble practices and livelihood 
support. Promoting crop diver-
sification based on market de-
mand remains pivotal for resil-
ient incomes, risk mitigation 
and poverty reduction in rain-
fed areas.

Roads and Buildings Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy hailed 
the state Budget as “historic” in Nalgonda on Thursday. He 
stated that the Budget was designed to benefit all, with a 
strong focus on irrigation, particularly in Nalgonda.

STATE BUDGET 
HISTORIC:  

KOMATIREDDY

Y I E L D  T R E N D S  ( K G /A C R E )
Crop 2023–24 2024–25

Paddy � 2,209 2,166 

Maize �  2,295 2,405

Cotton � 586 628

Soybean � 600 735

Jowar  � 887 772

Black gram  � 498 350

WAY FORWARD
�Increasing revenue 

generation

�Exploring new 
revenue streams 
by leveraging 
underutilised 
sectors 

�Prioritising capital and developmental 
expenditures that have a higher 
multiplier effect on growth

�Strengthening compliance mechanisms 
& digital infra to widen the tax base, 
particularly in GST and sales tax

4̀,37,223 CR
Government 

Loans/ 
Liabilities  

as on 
28.02.2025 

Developing a 
medium-term 

fiscal roadmap 
with clear 
targets for  

debt-to-GDP 
and deficit 
reduction

INTEREST PAYMENTS-TO-
STATE’S OWN REVENUE  

(IP-TO-SOR) RATIO,  
A KEY INDICATOR OF  

FISCAL HEALTH,  
WORSENED

14.6% 

2014–15

18.0% 

2023–24



GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
QUOTATION NOTICE

No. EE/LBNR/LBNZ/09/2024-25 Dated: 20.03.2025
Sealed quotations are invited from reputed firms, which should be received to undersigned on 
or before 24.03.2025 upto 11.00 AM and the same will be opened on same day at 12.00 PM. For 
detailed specifications of below items and clarification you may consult the Executive Engineer, 
L.B. Nagar Circle-4, GHMC during the office hours.

Sl.No. Description of Item Qty Unit Amount

1 Supply and fixing of Terra Cotta tiles of size 240mm X 60mm X 8mm 
including transportation and labour charges etc. complete 1 Sqm

Conditions:
1) The quotations should be received on or before 24.03.2025 upto 11.00 AM and the same day 

will be opened at 12.00 PM in the O/o. Executive Engineer, Cir-4, LB Nagar Circle-4, GHMC.
2) The Executive Engineer, LB Nagar has the reserve right to cancel the quotations without 

assigning any reason.
Address of concerned officer: Executive Engineer, LB Nagar Circle-4, GHMC, Hyderabad.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, LB Nagar Circle-4, GHMC.
DIPR R.O. No.11813-PP/CL/Advt/1/2024-25, Dt: 20/03/2025

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 
CONSTRUCTION  ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS CIRCLE BALASORE

No:- 810   / WE, Dt:- 19/03/2025
e-procurement Notice

1. Name of the Work:- “Building Works.”
2. Estimated Cost:- As per Annexure.
3. Time for completion:- As per Annexure
4. No of Work:- As per Annexure
5. Summary for key dates is provided below:-

Procurement Officer Bid lden-
tification 

No.

Availability of Tender online 
for bidding

Last Date 
& Time of 

seeking Tender 
Clarification

Date & Time of opening 
of Tender

From To Technical 
Bid

Financial 
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6
Chief Construction Engi-
neer Rural Works Circle, 

Balasore

N.C.B. 
No-27 of 
2024-25

Dt. 
27.03.2025 
at11.00 A.M.

Dt. 
16.04.2025 up 

to 5.00 P.M.

Dt. 15.04.2025 
up to 5.00 P.M.

Dt. 
17.04.2025 
at 11.00 AM.

Will be 
intimated 

latter
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Any other changes/Corrigendums may be seen only in website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/- Er. Duryodhan Behera, Chief Construction Engineer,
OIPR- 25105/11/0039/2425 Rural Works Circle, Balasore

O-1642

     OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE 

E_Mail ID : serw_balasore@yahoo.in,  Ph-No-06782/260318, Balia, Balasore
“e” Procurement Notice for Bridge Work

Identification  No.- Online Tender- Bridge NCB No. 26 of 2024-25 
Letter No.815 /WE Date.19/03/2025

1. Name of the work :- Bridge works. 
2.  Total No. of work  :- As per annexure 
3.  Estimated Cost :- As per annexure 
4. Eligible Class of Contractor : - As per annexure 
5. Period of Completion :- As per annexure 
6.  Other details 

Procurement Officer Bid Identifi-
cation No. 

Availability of tender On-line 
for bidding 

Last Date & 
Time of seek-

ing Tender 
Clarification

Date & Time of Opening of Tender 
in 0/0 C.C.E..R.W Circle, Balasore

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7
Chief Construction 

Engineer, Rural Works 
Circle, Balasore

 NCB No.- 26 
of 2024-25 

27.03.2025 
at 11.00 A.M 

16.04.2025 up 
to 5.00 P.M. 

15.04.2025 up 
to 5.00 P.M. 

17.04.2025 at 
11.00 A.M. 

Will be inti-
mated later

����������������������������������������������� www.tendersodisha.gov.in  
Sd/- Er.Duryodhan Behera, 

Chief Construction Engineer, R.W. Circle, Balasore.OIPR-25105/11/0037/2425

O-1641

15 11 475 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.06 

3/4

Mandadi 
Krishna Reddy 
S/o. Jagan 
Mohan

480 468
473
474

476

16 10 475 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.06 

3/4

Shaik 
Abubakar 
S/o. Shaik 
Saleha

480 468
473
474

476

17 12 475 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.06 

1/2

Kondadi 
Sudhakar 
Rao S/o. Nar-
simha Rao

480 468
473
474

476

Total 0.37 1/2

18 14 476 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.11 

1/4

Mandadi 
Krishna Reddy 
S/o. Jagan 
Mohan

479 477 475 479

19 13 476 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.11 

1/4

Shaik 
Abubakar 
S/o. Shaik 
Saleha

479 477 475 479

20 15 476 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.11 

1/2

Kondadi 
Sudhakar 
Rao S/o. Nar-
simha Rao

479 477 475 479

21 16 476 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.12

Thodupunuri 
Srinivas S/o. 
Kistaiah

479 477 475 479

Total 1.06

22 19 477 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.13

Annadi 
Ramakrishna 
S/o. Bhupathi 
Reddy

476
458
461

468 478

23 18 477 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.13

Ora Ram-
mohan Reddy 
S/o. Ram 
Chandraiah

476
458
461

468 478

24 20 477 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.26

Komuravelli 
Ramesh S/o. 
Rajesham

476
458
461

468 478

Total 1.12

25 22 478 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.00 

1/4

Ora Ram-
mohan Reddy 
S/o. Ram 
Chandraiah

479 452 477 438

26 23 478 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01

Komuravelli 
Ramesh S/o. 
Rajesham

479 452 477 438

27 21 478 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.00 

1/2

Saraf Chan-
drakala W/o. 
Mohandas

479 452 477 438

Total 0.01 3/4
Grand Total 03.27

As no objections were received from land owners, within the 
stipulated period, for the preliminary notification issued as per Section 
15(1) of (Central Act30/2013) now publication of this declaration 
is made. Since the land which is being acquired in Komuravelli 
Village & Mandal, Siddipet District for constructing Manoharabad - 
Kothapally BG Railway line at Komuravelli and Railway Station no 
person was displaced in the Village, the question of rehabilitation, 
reemployment does not arise.

Mines of coal, iron-stone, slate or other minerals lying under 
the said land or  any particular portion of the said land, except such 
parts of the mines and minerals which may be required to be dug 
or removed or used during the construction phase of said project,  
purpose for which the land being acquired, otherwise not needed.   

Declaration and plan of the lands may be inspected by the 
interested persons in the Office of the Revenue Divisional Officer, 
Siddipet on any working day during Office hours.

 Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
 Tahsildar Revenue Additional District
 Komuravelli  Divisional Officer Collector Collector
 Mandal Siddipet Siddipet Siddipet
 DIPR No.814/LA-PP/Advt/Pub/2024-25

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
REVENUE (LA) DEPARTMENT

FORM - VII
PUBLICATION OF DECLARATION

Section 19(1) of Central Act 30/2013 and State Rule 25(1)
Collector File No.G3/1523/2016 Date: 18.03.2025
RDO File No.H/894/2024 Date: 12.03.2025
Gazette No.20/2025 Date: 18.03.2025

  Whereas it appears to Telangana Government / District 
Collector, Siddipet, that a total of Ac. 3.27 gts. of land at 
Komuravelli Village & Mandal, Siddipet District is required for 
public purpose namely for construction of  New BG Railway Line 
from Manoharabad - Kothapally at Komuravelli and construction 
of Railway Station at Komuravelli. 

As such a declaration is made that Ac. 3.27 gts. land as per 
standard measurement is under acquisition, for construction of  
New BG Line from Manoharabad - Kothapally BG Railway Line at 
Komuravelli Village & Mandal, Siddipet District and construction 
of Railway Station at Komuravelli, whose details are mentioned 
in the following annexure.

SHEDULE
Village: Komuravelli      Mandal: Komuravelli     Dist: Siddipet

Sl
.  

N
o.

Noti-
fica-
tion 
Sl. 
No.

Sy. 
No.

Ty
pe

 o
f T

itl
e

Ty
pe

 o
f L

an
d Area 

under 
Ac-

quisi-
tion

Name of the 
Pattadar/ 
Enjoyer/ 

Interested 
Person & Father 

/ Husband

Boundaries Struc-
tures/ 
Trees 
& oth-
ersEa

st

W
es

t

No
rt

h

So
ut

h

1 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.00 

3/4

K.Raja 
shekar S/o. 
Veerasham

372 438 438 438

2 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.00 

1/2

Prodduturi 
Rajini W/o. 
Srinivas

372 438 438 438

3 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.00 

1/4

G.Sunil Reddy 
S/o. Krishna 
Reddy

372 438 438 438

4 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01 

1/4
Lingam Ravi 
S/o. Rajaiah

372 438 438 438

5 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01

Kummari Ra-
jagopal S/o. 
Hanumaiah

372 438 438 438

6 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01

R.Mahender 
S/o. Bhadraiah

372 438 438 438

7 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01

Satthu Kishan 
S/o. Veeraiah

372 438 438 438

8 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01 

3/4

Akula Venkat 
Narsaiah S/o. 
Mallaiah
Thorpunuri 
Vivek S/o. 
Ramesh

372 438 438 438

9 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01 

1/4

Lenkala 
Prabhakar 
S/o. Bala 
Kisthaiah

372 438 438 438

10 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.00 

1/2

Kodimyala 
Anitha W/o. 
Kishore Kumar

372 438 438 438

11 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.01 

1/4

Maddi-
kunta Krishna 
Reddy S/o. 
Papireddy

372 438 438 438

12 1 373 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.00 

1/4
Nalla Supriya 
D/o. Laxmaiah

372 438 438 438

Total 0.09 3/4

13 3 438

As
si

gn
ed

D
ry 0.11 

1/2
Daka Yadagiri 
S/o. Narsaiah

368 446 456 372

14 9 452 Pa
tta

D
ry 0.06

Guniganti 
Pharms Pvt. 
Ltd. (Usharani 
W/o. Srinivas 
Rao)

478 453 461
438
451

Readers are advised to make 
appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements in 
these columns. The New Indian 
Express Group of Publications 
does not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of The New Indian Express 
Group of Publications shall not be 
held responsible / liable for any 
consequences, in case such 
claims are found to be false.
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HC orders interim stay 
restraining Centre, NBA from 

publishing NIRF rank list
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

THE Madurai Bench of  the Ma-
dras High Court on Thursday, 
in an interim stay order, re-
strained the Ministry of  Educa-
tion and the National Board of  
Accreditation (NBA) from pub-
lishing the National Institu-
tional Ranking Framework 
(NIRF) rank list for 2025.

A bench of  Justices J Nisha 
Banu and S Srimathy passed 
the order on a public interest 
litigation (PIL) petition filed by 
C Chellamuthu of  Dindigul al-
leging malpractices and lack of  
transparency in calculation of  
scores for the rank list.

Chellamuthu, in his petition, 
said the NIRF ranking, 
launched to evaluate higher 
education institutions nation-
wide, is arrived at merely based 
on the data provided by the in-
stitutions concerned without 
any verification or auditing. 
Many institutions submit false 

data to boost their ranking to 
lure students and MNCs, the 
petitioner said. 

The petitioner requested the 
court to direct the ministry and 
the NBA to publish NIRF rank-
ings only after due verification 
and by disclosing the method 
adopted for calculating scores.

Considering the data submit-
ted before the bench, the judges 
passed the interim order. The 
government counsel sought 
time to file a counter affidavit, 
following which the case was 
adjourned to April 24.

DEVIS RADIATE GLOW OF FEMININE ENERGY
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi 

SUN glitter off  Kochi’s Marine 
Drive shimmered brighter than 
usual on Thursday evening as 
TNIE honoured 15 women icons 
with its Devi Awards ceremony 
at Taj Vivanta for their out-
standing contributions in vari-
ous fields, ranging from femi-
nist activism to fashion 
innovation.

Since its inception in 2014, 
the Devi Awards series has fet-
ed over 375 exceptional women 
achievers across India. Women 
who have scripted stories that 
inspire.

The 32nd edition saw Kerala 
Governor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar felicitate 15 ‘De-
vis’ who have made an indelible 
mark with their talent, tenacity 
and triumph. He was joined by 
TNIE Group CEO Lakshmi Me-
non, Editorial Director Prabhu 
Chawla, and Kerala Resident 
Editor Kiran Prakash in cele-
brating the following role 
models:

V P Suhara (social activist 
and writer), Maya Mohan (edu-
cator), Rev. Sister Roselin 
(founder of  Snehatheeram), 
Sudha Chandran (forest guide), 
P G Deepamol (ambulance driv-
er), V J Joshitha (cricketer), 
Usha Nangiar (Koodiyattam ex-
ponent), Poornima Indrajith 
(actor & designer), Sreekumari 
Ramachandran (writer), Latha 
K (celebrity chef), Sheela Koc-
houseph (entrepreneur), R N 
Rejitha (CRMG crane opera-
tor), and Team Ezha (Swathy 
Subramanian, Savita Rajan, 
and Ritu Sara Thomas – herit-
age conservation and architec-
tural design consultants).

Receiving the award, Maya 
Mohan said the paramount ide-
al for an educator has to be “the 
four-letter word love”. “If  you 
have that for them the rest of  it 
follows. Society has changed, 
the things around the children 
have changed… So definitely 
the students have changed, but 
I believe in them, I see potential 
and they will do a good job in 
bringing up this country. Let 

naysayers say whatever they 
want, the country is in the safe 
hands of  the youth,” she 
concluded.

Sudha Chandran said the for-
est was like her mother. “It is 
my life. My aim is to protect na-
ture. I have struggled a lot in 
my life, my husband passed 
away at an early 
age. I was diag-
nosed with cancer 
in 2018. But I’m not 
scared of  anything 
as forest is my life. 
I think if  the youth 
of  today are given 
more exposure to 
forest and the nu-
ances of  nature 
they will definitely 
break free from the 
social evil –  drugs,” 
she concluded.

Following the 
award distribution, 
Governor Arlekar 
started his address 
invoking the Divine Mother, 
the omnipresent element of  di-
vinity: “Ya Devi sarva bhute-
shu… namastasyai namasta-
sy ai  namastasy ai  namo 
namah…”

He said it was “one word” 
that initially drew him to the 
event – the title of  the award, 
‘Devi’. “The very word Devi, 
that’s how we should view 
women,” he stressed. “TNIE 
has seen something divine in 

them, and it is that divinity 
that brought me here.”

Each awardee, Arlekar un-
derscored, shone bright as a 
beacon of  inspiration, remind-
ing the world that when a wom-
an rises, she lifts an entire gen-
eration with her. He also called 
upon the people to be good hu-

man beings  in 
whichever profes-
sion or activity 
they are associated 
with, before striv-
ing to excel in their 
respective fields.

“There is noth-
ing like a good ad-
vocate,  a  good 
judge, a good char-
tered accountant, a 
good IPS officer, a 
good IAS official, a 
good politician…. 
One needs to be ba-
sically a good hu-
man being, and 
then you can be-

come anything. These Devis 
are good at heart, good human 
beings. They teach us how to go 
ahead,” Arlekar said.

Commending the Devi 
Awards concept, he said, “This 
is exactly what we [as a society] 
need. We need to protect and 
project divinity. I think all these 
manifestations of  divinity sit-
ting here are the icons of  our 
society, they are guiding 
lights.”

Delegates included Kerala 
government’s special repre-
sentative in Delhi, K V Thomas, 
Kochi Mayor M Anilkumar, 
KMRL managing director 
Loknath Behra, former High 
Court judge Narayana Kurup, 
Coast Commander (Kerala & 
Mahe) N Ravi, former Indian 
Navy aviator and Shaurya 
Chakra recipient Captain P Ra-
jkumar, Navy Commander Vi-
jay Charles D’Cruz, DP World 
Cochin CEO Praveen Thomas, 
Lisie Hospital director Fr Paul 
Karedan, singer Minmini, ac-
tor and musician Sekhar Me-
non, and singer George Peter.

Captain Rajkumar (retd) said 
it was a “privilege” to attend the 
event. “I had the opportunity to 
witness some amazing person-
alities whom I otherwise would 
have never met,” he said.

His wife Priyadarshini, an 
educator, chipped in: “I always 
tell people that when you seek 
inspiration, look within your 
own circle, and it will always be 
a woman. The most inspira-
tional aspect of  the event is per-
haps the title ‘Devi.’ This name 
elevates the ceremony altogeth-
er, as recognising divinity with-
in us is important.”

As the sun set down the hori-
zon, there was happiness in the 
air. And the dappled reflections 
across the lilting backwaters 
by the venue seemed to radiate 
a tinge of  divinity.

TG governor urges aftercare support 
to help former prisoners reintegrate
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

TELANGANA Governor Jish-
nu Dev Varma stated that after 
being released from jail, most  
former inmates lack support 
from the Prisons department 
and return to criminal activi-
ties due to helplessness.

Speaking at the first National 
Prison Conference at Dr Marri 
Chenna Reddy Human Resource 
Development Institute (MCRHR-
DI) in Jubilee Hills on Thursday, 
the governor stated, “We need 
robust aftercare mechanisms to 
help former inmates reintegrate 
into a meaningful society.”

He added, “We must assist 
them in securing dignified em-

ployment outside the prison 
walls.”

The governor added that a 
dedicated fund to give small 
loans to former inmates can 
help them start afresh with self-
employment. Support must be 

extended to their families too, 
ensuring dignity and opportu-
nity. He said that each district 
should have a nodal officer from 
the Prisons department to mon-
itor and guide each ex-
prisoner. 

Varma said rehabilitation 
programmes will greatly reduce 
repeat offences. “Our vision 
must be to transform jails into 
centres of  personal growth and 
second chances,” he added.

The governor said, “I urge all 
stakeholders — government, 
corporates, civil society and 
citizens — to work hand in 
hand. Together we can trans-
form our prisons into a space of  
healing and humanity.”

15 Devis of 2025, (from left) Swathy Subramanian, Poornima Indrajith, V P Suhara, Ritu Sara Thomas, Maya Mohan, V J Joshitha, Sheela 
Kochouseph, Sudhamma Chandran, P G Deepamol, Usha Nangiar, K Latha, Sreekumari Ramachandran, R N Rejitha, Savita Rajan, and Sr Roselin 
Chirayil, sharing stage with governor of Kerala, Rajendra Arlekar, CEO of TNIE Lakshmi Menon, Editorial director Prabhu Chawla, Resident Editor, 
Kerala, Kiran Prakash and Deputy Resident Editor Cithara Paul, at the Devi Awards 2025 held in Kochi on Thursday |  TP SOORAJ 

Governor Jishnu Dev Varma during the 
inauguration of the 1st National Prison 
Conference at MCRHRDI in Hyderabad

SLBC RESCUE OPERATIONS CONTINUE FOR 27TH DAY
Hyderabad: The rescue operations at Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC)  
tunnel continued for the 27th day on Thursday without much progress. The 
operations have continued in five shifts at 7 am, 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm and 11 pm

Reprieve for IPS o�cer 
Mohanty till Monday
Hyderabad: The Telangana High 
Court on Thursday ordered a stay 
till Monday on the Union 
government’s order directing IPS 
officer Abhishek Mohanty to join 
the Andhra Pradesh (AP) cadre. A 
bench issued notices to the Union 
government and the governments 
of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 
seeking their response to 
Mohanty’s challenge to the Union 
government’s repatriation order. 
The case has been adjourned for 
March 24.

TGFDC observes  
World Sparrow Day
Hyderabad: Deccan Woods & 
Trails, a brand of Telangana 
Forest Development Corporation 
Limited (TGFDC), observed World 
Sparrow Day on Thursday, 
shedding light on the alarming 
decline and the urgent need for 
the protection of sparrows.
Around 50 walkers and visitors 
participated in the sparrow 
house-making session and a 
strategic water bowl placement 
activity at Botanical Garden.

EXPRESS READ
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HY is US President Donald 
Trump hyperventilating about 
Greenland? He spends not a sin-
gle week without reasserting 
that its annexation by the US is 
inevitable, despite the fact that 
such a move would defy every 

rule of  sovereignty known to humankind. 
“I think it will happen,” he repeated as 
recently as March 13, forcing the chair-
man of  the Danish parliament’s defence 
committee to remark, “It would mean war 
between two NATO countries.”

Trump is focussing on appropriating 
both Greenland and Ukraine, alienat-
ing the European Union, since both are 
continental countries. His reasons for 
usurpation are the same: ego, impuni-
ty, minerals, legacy. He doesn’t care 
whom he estranges.

Trump’s harping on Greenland being 
essential for “national security” takes 
its inspiration from a United States Geo-
logical Survey text (‘What is a critical 
mineral?’): “The Energy Act of  2020 de-
fined critical minerals as those that are 
essential to the economic or national se-
curity of  the United States…”According 
to the USGS’s 2022 list of  50 critical min-
erals/elements, more than a dozen of  
these are nestled untouched by human 
hands in Greenland. And many of  them 
are abundant in Ukraine.

Greenland’s critical mineral and en-
ergy assets are estimated at $4.4 trillion, 
of  which $1.7 trillion are oil and gas. The 
value of  minerals is, therefore, roughly 
$2.7 trillion. More important is that 
Greenland’s resource fortune and strate-
gic location, both untapped, is potential-
ly worth hundreds of  billions – perhaps 
trillions – of  dollars in the medium-term, 
especially with Arctic shipping routes 
opening up and climate change making 
resource extraction possible there.

But if  there is one thing that the fu-
ture resists with all its caprice and 
might, it is being reliably priced. In 
2016, it was estimated that 35,000 sq km 
in Greenland (1.6 percent of  its land 
area) were under mining and mineral 
exploration. Then, in 2021, Greenland 
stopped issuing licences for oil and gas 
because of  concerns about climate 
change and drilling costs, and the ex-
ploration area shrank.

It isn’t as if  Greenland always kept 
the US out of  the picture. (Until recent-
ly, before Donald Trump threatened to 
forcibly annex the island, Greenlanders 

viewed the US positively – despite hav-
ing turned down the US’s proposal 79 
years ago to buy Greenland for a paltry 
$100 million in gold bullion, equivalent 
to $1.3 billion today.) In fact, BP, Chev-
ron, ConocoPhillips, Eni, Equinor and 
Shell were granted exploration/exploi-
tation licences for Northeast Greenland 
in 2013. In the early 2000s, Cairn Energy 
blew more than $1 billion drilling dud 
wells in offshore Greenland.

But the dalliance with the US didn’t 
last. Four exploration licences are cur-
rently active in Greenland, none of  them 
given to an American company: one field 
in the western Davis Strait is held by the 
UK’s Panoceanic Energy and the partly-
Danish national oil company(NOC) Nu-
naoil, and three more land-based fields 
are held by the UK-based Greenland Gas 
& Oil. These four blocks expire in 2027 
and 2028. Greenland’s goal is 100 percent 
dependence on clean energy by 2030.

That’s five years from now. Trump 
will remit office, never to return, in four 
years’ time, in January 2029. For him, 
time is running out. An act of  imperial-
ist regency, eight decades in the waiting, 
would be his legacy.

Barely 11 years ago, Brookings had 
wildly misread the winds by predicting 
that “because of  the slowdown in invest-
ments in new mining activities, it is less 
certain that Greenland will be able to get 
major mining projects off  the ground”. 
Greenland didn’t, because of  its envi-
ronmental concerns – the country cur-
rently has only two functioning mines 
– but, in the intervening decade, China 
manoeuvred itself  into controlling 75 
percent of  the rare earth deposits in the 
world, according to the Ukrainian Geo-
logical Investment Group (GIG).

The GIG might hesitate about esti-
mating Ukraine’s reserves, but accord-
ing to Kyiv, about 5 percent of  the 
world’s “critical raw materials” are in 
Ukraine. The World Economic Forum 
says only about 15 percent of  Ukraine’s 
20,000 mineral deposits covering 116 
sites were being mined when Russia  
attacked in 2022.

This is why Europe wants to defend 
Ukraine against Russia. It doesn’t want 
the minerals to leave Europe. Ukraine 
is home to a third of  the continent’s 
lithium deposits. It also has about 19 
million tonnes of  graphite, used to 
make EV batteries.

Ukraine also has other critical miner-
als such as titanium sponge, uranium, 
and ilmenite. According to a 2023 study 
by Forbes Ukraine, the country’s rare 
earth and other critical minerals could 
be worth as much as $14.8 trillion.

Neither Greenland nor Ukraine is ex-
ploiting its reserves, for reasons rang-
ing from war in Ukraine and climate-
change concerns in Greenland, and nor 
are they immediately exploitable. But 
they exist, tauntingly easy pickings. 
The US wishes to secure resources for 
its continued growth in a global future 
it views as both fossil-fuelled and bat-
tery-driven. An act of  warlike but not 
boots-on-the-ground neo-imperialist su-
zerainty over both countries is a small 
price to pay for a continuing economic 
status of  first among equals.

 (Views are personal) 
 (kajalrbasu@gmail.com)
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Friedrich 
Hayek

Only at first does it seem paradoxical that 
the anti-internationalism of conservatism is 
so frequently associated with imperialism

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

OTH natural and economic 
ecosystems have one thing in 
common—they evolve through 
a process of  ‘creative destruc-
tion’. The inefficient are weed-
ed out over time and replaced 
by those that are more compe-

tent. Thus, the competitiveness of  an 
economy is critically dependent on its 
ability to encourage and endure a churn 
despite all the disruptions it may cause 
in the short run. Unfortunately, evidence 
suggests that India still does not have a 
level of  churn that one expects of  an 
economy based on high levels of  innova-
tion and risk-taking. 

One simple way to gauge creative de-
struction is to look at the churn in the 
top 10 companies by market capitalisa-
tion. Comparing those who made the 
top 10 in March 2005 to those in March 
2025, it is quite striking that seven of  
them are the same—Reliance, Tata Con-
sultancy Services, Infosys, State Bank 
of  India, Bharti Airtel, Hindustan Uni-
lever and ICICI Bank. Of  the new en-
trants, Life Insurance Corporation is 
an old public sector enterprise that hap-
pened to be listed recently. The other 
two—HDFC and Bajaj Finance—are 
hardly examples of  new blood. 

Contrast this with what happened in 
the US over the same period. Only one 
company—Microsoft—managed to stay 
in the top 10 by market capitalisation. 
Companies like General Electric, Exxon 
Mobil, AIG and Walmart have been re-
placed by Meta, Alphabet, Amazon and 
Tesla. It is not just the companies, but 
the successful sectors that have changed. 
This is what has allowed the US to re-
main an economic superpower. 

A similar dynamism is visible when 
one looks at China’s top 10 companies. 
Seven of  them have changed over the last 
20 years. Only three state-owned banks 
are common to both lists. Meanwhile, old 
heavyweights like PetroChina, Sinopec 
and China Mobile have been replaced by 
the likes of  Tencent, Alibaba and Kwei-
chow Moutai. Ranked at number eight, 
BYD has completely disrupted the world 
of  automobiles. Notice again how both 
companies and sectors have churned. 

The importance of  young and ener-
getic companies is visible in both the US 
and China. Most of  the currently high-
performing companies in the US were 
set up after 1990: Alphabet (established 
in 1998 as Google), Meta (2004 as Face-
book) and Amazon (1994). Microsoft and 
Apple, set up respectively in 1981 and 
1977, are old companies by American 
standards. With the exception of  the 

state-owned banks, China’s top compa-
nies are also young: BYD (2007), Alibaba 
(1999) and Tencent (1998) among them. 

Contrast this with India’s big compa-
nies: SBI (established in 1921 as Impe-
rial Bank), Tata Consultancy Services 
(1968), Reliance (1973), Life Insurance 
Corporation (1956), Infosys (1981) and 
Hindustan Unilever (1933). The only 
top-10 company established after 1990 is 
Bharti Airtel (1995). 

This is not to suggest that India has 
not experienced any creative destruc-
tion at all. In the last decade, several 
large companies such as Jet Airways 
and Essar Steel have disappeared even 
as new ones like OYO and Zomato have 
emerged. The introduction of  the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code in 2016 and 

the subsequent cleaning up of  the bank-
ing sector led to some amount of  churn. 
There has also been a boom in startups 
in recent years. Nevertheless, it is fair 
to say that India, now at the threshold 
of  becoming the world’s third largest 
economy, still does not have the same 
level of  dynamic churn as the top two. 

So what needs to be done? In my per-
sonal view, the first step would be to 
change a deeply engrained social atti-
tude that looks with suspicion at risk-
taking and innovation. Indeed, insolven-
cy is often seen as a moral failure rather 
than a business failure. It is common 
during bankruptcy procedures that pleas 
are made to somehow save an insolvent 
company. It is as if  we were dealing with 
a much-loved relative who needs urgent 

medical care rather than a practical 
resolution for a financial problem. 

Second, financial regulations and 
processes need to allow for a lot more 
creative destruction as well as emer-
gence of  new kinds of  financing. To-
day’s regulations are so focused on so-
called ‘investor protection’ that they do 
not allow for the risk-taking that gener-
ates cutting-edge innovation. By the 
same token, the bankruptcy process 
needs to focus on fast resolution rather 
than ‘revival’. Regulators, bankruptcy 
courts and policy-makers need to ac-
cept that all risk-taking entails some 
amount of  failure. The sensible ap-
proach is to clear the debris as soon as 
possible so that a new round of   
risk-taking can begin. 

Third, there should be less protection 
for the established incumbents in most 
sectors. India’s economic policies have, 
since the 1950s, been inordinately ori-
ented towards protecting inefficient in-
cumbents from global and domestic 
competition. This has been done 
through licences, permits, regulatory 
complexity, import tariffs, government 
contract requirements and other pro-
tection against competitors. 

I can say from experience that indus-
try associations rarely demand econom-
ic reforms and mostly demand protec-
tion. Since they represent incumbents, 
their goal is not global competitiveness 
or efficiency, but the building of  a moat. 
Protection is sometimes needed for na-
tional security or for an infant industry, 
but this must be carefully calibrated. 
Any attempt to protect everything will 
effectively protect nothing. 

Incidentally, the above argument for 
creative destruction also holds true for 
government where defunct agencies, 
laws and regulations need to be peri-
odically removed. This is the focus of  a 
systematic effort is being currently 
done in the central government under 
the banner of  ‘process reforms’. Hun-
dreds of  old laws and regulations have 
been removed, outdated agencies such 
as the Tariff  Commission have been 
shut down, and default lists—such as 
those for national monuments—are  
being revisited. 

To sum up, India needs to celebrate 
creative destruction in the economy. 
The central philosophical idea has ex-
isted in India for millenniums in the 
form of  Shiva and Kali. We now need to 
incorporate it into our policy-making, 
and cultural attitudes towards risk-tak-
ing, failure and renewal. 

 (Views are personal)
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THE IMPERIAL AGENDA BEHIND
TRUMP’S GREENLAND GAMBIT

THE NEED TO
USE CREATIVE
DESTRUCTION

SANJEEV SANYAL Member, Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council

Bringing in fresh blood often requires purging old systems.  
But that has hardly been the case for the Indian economy, 

where protection has been prioritised over risk-taking

SOURAV ROY

KAJAL BASU Veteran journalist 

Fanning flames
Ref: Not piecemeal deals, West Asia needs 
lasting solutions for peace (Mar 20). Religious 
extremism runs deep in West Asia. As long as 
it does, the violence will  continue. Western 
states must stop supplying arms to such 
conflict-ridden regions. Their weapons are 
fanning the flames of conflict.
Sankara Venkata Raman,  Chennai

Reduce plastic
Ref: Scientific management of waste 
is lucrative (Mar 20).  Scientific waste 
management is crucial, but proactive 
steps need to be taken to minimise waste 
generation. Plastic packaging is the biggest 
villain. Promoting eco-friendly alternatives 
and adopting a ‘return and refund’ option for 
plastic packaging can help to some extent.
 Nabnit Panigrahi, Rayagada

City infrastructure
Ref: Attaching strings: Centre to states & 
states to cities (Mar 20). The column made for 
an interesting read. With poor infrastructure 
plaguing our cities, a third language would 
be of least concern to a common citizen. Our 
wish is to see the governments utilise our tax 
contributions more efficiently to improve our 
lives through better urban infrastructure.
Anand Hosmane, email

Preventing dropouts 
Ref: Why punish students for systemic faults 
(Mar 20). The curriculum should explicitly 
state the objectives for each class, and 
teachers should employ simple and effective
teaching techniques so as to impart knowledge 
effectively. Both parents and teachers must take 
the responsibility to identify and address the 
factors contributing to student dropouts.
Avinashiappan Myilsami, Coimbatore 

Sunita’s resilience
Ref: Joy all  around as Sunita’s back home 
(Mar 20). Sunita Williams deserves rich praise 
for displaying extraordinary courage and 
resilience during her 9-month-long stay at the 
International Space Station. Space research 
holds immense potential, and our youth can 
draw inspiration from Sunita to pursue careers 
in this field.  
Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada 

Temple entry 
Ref: Non-Hindu believers should be given entry 
into temples, says Sivagiri  Mutt chief (Mar 
20). Swami Satchidananda’s demand that 
non-Hindus who revere Hindu gods be allowed 
to enter Hindu temples is reasonable. There 
should be no restriction as long as they adhere 
to the code of conduct. I  feel this would be 
good for social and religious harmony.
S Lakshmi, Hyderabad 

Donald Trump is eying Greenland 
for its natural resources that 
are potentially worth trillions 
of dollars. But annexing it, as he 
claims he intends to do, would defy 
every rule of sovereignty known to 
the modern world

AF
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LET’S FOCUS ON GRAVE 
CURRENT ISSUES THAN  

A CENTURIES-OLD GRAVE

I
T’S a sign of  regression that the grave of  a 17th century ruler 
is gobbling up an inordinate amount of  political oxygen in 
21st century India. But it’s a serious problem when a pro-
posal to relocate it is rupturing communal harmony and 
triggering violence. Maharashtra Chief  Minister Devendra 

Fadnavis added fuel to fire last week when he proclaimed 
merit in BJP MP Udayanraje Bhosale’s demand to remove 
Aurangzeb’s grave from the small town of  Khuldabad, not far 
from the Ellora caves. Resentment had built up after the re-
lease of  a film fictionalising the travails of  Shivaji’s son Sham-
bhaji at the hands of  the Mughal emperor. The latest political 
moves led to violence in the nearby Shambhaji Nagar (earlier 
Aurangabad) and Nagpur almost 500 km away. 

There may be reasons to keep a dark cloud of  judgement 
hanging over the Mughal’s reign. But there are also two big 
lessons from history that should deter us from acting on it. 
First, not far from Aurangzeb’s unpaved grave is the brown-
stone mausoleum of  Malik Ambar, the Ethiopian-origin 
Muslim general of  Ahmednagar sultanate who mentored 
Shivaji’s grandfather Maloji and set off  the Bhosale clan’s 
glorious saga. Second, historians have shown that the Mughal 
emperor showed more religiosity to draw a contrast with 
others as his failures mounted—including on the battlefield 
against the Marathas’ Muslim commanders and the Muslim 
rulers of  Bijapur and Golconda. Today’s rulers would do well 
to avoid the crutch of  piety and answer more consequential 
questions such as why Kailash Arjun Nagare, winner of  a 
young farmer award in Maharashtra, died by suicide last 
week after complaining about a lack of  irrigated water. 

Let Aurangzeb lie in a corner of  his spiritual master Za-
inuddin Shirazi’s courtyard. The emperor’s remains must 
have gone back to the elements long ago. The bit of  stone and 
lattice installed around the grave centuries later by a Hydera-
badi nizam and a British viceroy would be all that can be 
physically removed. A plaque in the corner says the grave 
cost Aurangzeb 14 and three-fourths rupees, which he paid 
for by sewing caps. Its ‘relocation’ now would cost Indian 
taxpayers an enormous sum, not to speak of  the violence it 
has and still can cause. It’s definitely not worth the cost.

CENTRE WILL HAVE TO HELP 
T’GANA BALANCE GROWTH

T
HE budget document of  any government indicates, at 
a glance, whether the direction it’s headed in is real-
istic. In that sense, Telangana Deputy Chief  Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka’s budget for 2025-26 is tinged 
with a cautious optimism. Though it’s the first Telan-

gana budget to cross the `3-lakh-crore mark, the FM has 
stretched it only by about ̀ 15,000 crore compared to the last 
fiscal. Despite a plethora of  welfare schemes, the fiscal defi-
cit is pegged at `54,000 crore. If  the actual numbers at the 
end of the year land close to the estimates, Bhatti will have 
done a fine balancing act.

The lion’s share of  ̀ 1.04 lakh crore went to the Congress’s 
six guarantees and other welfare schemes. Capital expendi-
ture has been pegged at ̀ 36,504 crore, including over ̀ 10,000 
crore for Hyderabad and a proposed fourth large city. The 
emphasis on accelerating and spreading out industrialisa-
tion, and the Mega Masterplan 2050 for it must be appreci-
ated. It’s imperative for Telangana to not solely focus on 
Hyderabad. Only 22.5 percent of  its workforce is engaged 
in the industrial sector, while 42.7 percent works in agricul-
ture; the services sector including IT remains the main 
contributor, employing 34.8 percent of  the workforce. Seen
in this perspective, the state’s high per capita income isn’t 
a real barometer to assess the demography’s economic 
strength. While welfare schemes surely do empower, a long-
term plan is also needed. Besides, the artificial intelligence 
revolution might prove disruptive for both the services and 
industrial sectors sometime soon.

Hence, the government’s focus on a proposed AI City, up-
grading skills and industrialisation is as important as its 
welfare schemes. The main challenge is to ensure seamless 
transition to the age of  AI in all sectors including agricul-
ture. One big hurdle will be a shortage of  funds. While the 
state will have to mobilise funds without getting into a debt 
trap—with the outstanding debt at over ̀  5 lakh crore—the 
onus will also be on the Centre. As Bhatti rightly pointed 
out, Telangana’s share in the central pool of  taxes decreased 
from 2.43 to 2.1 percent under the 15th Finance Commission. 
His call for rational tax devolution that does not punish per-
forming states must be debated.

Q U I C K  TA K E

BEYOND BYZANTINE INTRIGUE

I STANBUL, which houses a fifth of  Türkiye’s population, has 
always wielded immense power in the country’s politics. So a 
former mayor—Recep Tayyip Erdogan, now president—trying 

to crush the incumbent—challenger Ekrem Imamoglu—is just 
another episode of  Byzantine court politics. It comes when 
Türkiye seems on the verge of  clinching peace with the Kurds, 
its largest ethnic minority, and matters also because the NATO 
member is a close backer of  the new Syrian regime. Now that 
its ruler for more than two decades has detained yet another 
opponent, one wonders whether the world’s most volatile region 
has just added another crisis of  political and diplomatic faith.
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Himanta Biswa Sarma @himantabiswa 

Assam is scripting a success story in environment conserva-
tion. In last 5 years, we have undertaken tree plantations in 
over 200 sq km and freed up 100 sq km from encroachment

Mallikarjun Kharge @kharge

The forcible detention of senior farmer leaders... cannot 
be condemned enough. Both BJP and AAP, intoxicated 
with power, is guilty of crime against farmers

Sharad Pawar @PawarSpeaks

‘Mahad Chavdar Tale Satyagraha’ was a historic step  
towards human rights and social change. Let us resolve 
to carry forward Babasaheb’s fight against inequality

POSTS
OF THE 

DAY

M AYA N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

IN a move to enhance the capa-
bility of  the armed forces, the 
Defence Acquisition Council 
(DAC) on Thursday approved 
acquisition of  a plethora of  
military hardware worth more 
than `54,000 crore, including 
airborne early-warning and 
control-aircraft systems, torpe-
does and engines for T-90 tanks. 
The DAC also approved guide-
lines for reducing the timelines 
at various stages of  the capital 
acquisition process to make it 
“faster, more effective and effi-
cient,” the defence ministry.

The decision on a “more ef-
fective” procurement process 
was in line with the ministry’s 
initiative to celebrate 2025 as 
the ‘Year of  Reforms’. The ap-
proval to the procurement pro-
posals was accorded by the DAC 
chaired by Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, it said.

“The DAC accorded accept-
ances of  necessity (AoNs) or 
initial approvals to eight capi-

tal acquisition proposals 
amounting to more than ̀ 54,000 
crore,” it said.

“For the Indian Air Force, an 
approval for the procurement 
of  Airborne Early Warning 
and Control (AEW&C) Aircraft 
Systems was accorded by the 
DAC,” the ministry said.

AEW&C systems are capabil-

ity enhancers, which can 
change the complete spectrum 
of  warfare and exponentially 
increase the combat potential 
of  various weapon systems.

The ministry said the DAC 
also cleared a proposal to pro-
cure 1,350-HP engines to up-
grade the T-90 battle tanks. 
“This will enhance the battle-

field mobility of  these tanks, 
especially in high-altitude are-
as, by increasing the power to 
weight ratio,” it said in a state-
ment. “For the Indian Army, 
AoN for procurement of  1,350 
HP Engine was accorded to up-
grade the present 1,000 HP En-
gine for the T-90 tanks,” the 
ministry said.

The DAC also cleared anoth-
er proposal for the procure-
ment of  the Varunastra torpe-
do for the Indian Navy. “For the 
Indian Navy, AoN for procure-
ment of  Varunastra torpedoes 
(combat) was accorded by 
DAC,” the ministry said.  

The Varunastra torpedo is an 
indigenously developed ship-
launched anti-submarine tor-
pedo developed by the Naval 
Science and Technological 
Laboratory.

“The induction of  additional 
quantities of this torpedo 
would enhance the Navy’s  
capability against adversaries’ 
submarine threats,”  the  
ministry said.

J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

BRITISH Labour politician and 
former minister Tulip Siddiq, 
the niece of  Sheikh Hasina, 
has accused Bangladeshi au-
thorities of  launching a “tar-
geted and baseless” campaign 
against her and urged an im-
mediate end to the “damaging 
allegations.”

Siddiq’s legal representatives 
have called for an immediate 
halt to a series of  “false  
and damaging” allegations  
made against the British Mem-
ber of  Parliament regarding 
financial irregularities linked 
to the Rooppur Nuclear Power 
Plant, which was built with 
Russian help. 

In a letter to Bangladesh’s 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
(ACC), Siddiq’s lawyers from 
Stephenson Harwood reiterat-
ed her position that she had no 
involvement in the nuclear 
plant deal despite being  
photographed at a signing cer-
emony in the Kremlin in 2013 
alongside then-Bangladesh 

prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
a n d  Ru s s i a n  P re s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin.

The letter said:  “It is not un-
common for family members to 
be invited to accompany Heads 
of  State on state visits.” 

The lawyers also dismissed 
claims that a £700,000 flat in 
London’s King’s Cross, gifted to 
Siddiq in 2004, was linked to 
embezzlement, calling the alle-
gations “absurd” as the flat was 
acquired 10 years before the nu-
clear deal.

Siddiq’s father was a univer-
sity professor in Dhaka, and 
her mother was granted politi-
cal asylum in the UK as the 
younger sister of  Sheikh Hasi-
na. In January, Siddiq resigned 
from her role as economic sec-
retary to the treasury, responsi-
ble for addressing corruption 
in the UK’s financial market.

Meanwhile, ACC chairman 
Mohammad Abdul Momen told 
the BBC the allegations “are by 
no means targeted and base-
less, and its investigation was 

based on documentary evi-
dence of  corruption.” “I would 
welcome Siddiq to come and de-
fend her case with the best pos-
sible legal support accompany-
ing her,” he said.

The controversy began when 
the Chief  Adviser of  Bangla-
desh made public comments to 
a British television journalist, 
suggesting that Siddiq may 
have been involved in embez-
zlement tied to the Rooppur 
plant and hinted at the possibil-
ity of  her being summoned to 
Bangladesh for questioning.

 The comments also referred 
to the Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (ACC) “taking the mat-
ter very seriously” and implied 
investigating Siddiq’s substan-
tial remaining wealth in 
Bangladesh.

 “Siddiq has no wealth left be-
hind in Bangladesh, and no evi-
dence has been provided to sup-
port any of  the allegations. The 
claims made by the Chief  Ad-
viser are false and designed to 
create unwarranted publicity,” 
her legal representatives said.

Nod to `54K cr for defence acquisition
M AYA N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

PRIME Minister of  New Zea-
land Christopher Luxon, along 
with Rear Admiral Garin Gold-
ing, Chief  of  Navy, Royal New 
Zealand Navy, visited the latest 
indigenously built destroyer of  
the Indian Navy, INS Surat, at 
Naval Dockyard, Mumbai, on 
Thursday. The Indian Navy 
said, “The dignitaries were giv-
en an in-depth briefing on the 
warship’s intricate design and 
formidable capabilities, offer-
ing a glimpse into its critical 
role in bolstering national mar-
itime security.”

INS Surat, commissioned 
this January, is the latest indig-
enous guided missile destroyer 
of  the Indian Navy. Built by Ma-
zagon Dock Shipbuilders, 
Mumbai and designed by the 
Indian Navy’s Warship Design 
Bureau, the ship is a shining 
example of  Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat (self-reliant India) 

boasts an indigenous content 
of  over 75%, the Navy said.

The Prime Minister’s visit 
coincides with the Royal New 
Zealand Navy Ship HMNZS Te 
Kaha’s visit to Mumbai from 
March 20 to 24. In addition, 
Commodore Rodger Ward, 
Commander of  Combined Task 
Force 150, is also visiting the 
Western Naval Command. 
These visits mark a significant 
step towards furthering the re-
lationship between the RNZN 

and the Indian Navy.
The New Zealand Navy cur-

rently commands the CTF 150, 
one of  five task forces operated 
by Combined Maritime Forces. 
It conducts maritime security 
operations outside the Arabian 
Gulf  to ensure that legitimate 
commercial shipping can tran-
sit the region free from non-
state threats. As a part of  the 
ship visit, the CN-RNZN called 
on Admiral Sanjay J Singh, 
Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, WNC, and discussed 
strategic naval engagements, 
which was followed by a brief-
ing on the command’s role. 

At the Naval Dockyard, he 
discussed technical support for 
HMNZS Te Kaha’s upcoming 
visit with the Admiral Superin-
tendent of  the Dockyard. The 
Admiral also laid a wreath at 
the Gaurav Stambh at ND Mum-
bai and paid homage to person-
nel who made supreme sacri-
fices in the nation’s service.

India-NZ bilateral relations focus on 
defence, PM Luxon visits INS Surat  

R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  @ New Delhi

THE Rajya Sabha and Lok Sab-
ha on Thursday faced frequent 
adjournments amid a row over 
DMK MPs entering the Houses 
wearing white T-shirts with 
slogans opposing the delimita-
tion exercise.

Both the Houses failed to con-
duct any significant business 
and were  adjourned for the day. 
Thursday was the first day of  
the second phase of  the Budget 
session that passed without 
transacting any business, ex-
cept for the laying of  papers.

In the Rajya Sabha, which 
saw three adjournments over 
the issue of  T-shirts, Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankhar allowed the 
laying of  papers and parlia-

mentary standing committee 
reports soon after the House 
convened. He then adjourned 
proceedings until 12 noon. 
Dhankhar later invited floor 
leaders of  parties to discuss 
ways to resolve the impasse. “I 
would share with the members 
what I have seen in the House,” 

he said but did not disclose 
what he had observed.

Although the chairman did 
not officially state the reason 
for the adjournment, he object-
ed to DMK members wearing 
T-shirts displaying the slogan 
“Delimitation – Tamil Nadu 
will fight, Tamil Nadu will 

win”. As the deadlock persist-
ed, when the House reassem-
bled at noon, Deputy Chairman 
Harivansh announced another

adjournment for 15 minutes. 
At 12.15 pm, amid continued 
disruption, he adjourned pro-
ceedings until 2 pm. When the 
House reconvened at 2 pm, he 
adjourned it for the day.

The Lok Sabha was also ad-
journed for the day as opposi-
tion members protested while 
wearing T-shirts. Krishna Pras-
ad Tenneti, who was in the 
Chair, urged Opposition mem-
bers to return in “proper 
shape”. “We have a discussion 
on agriculture. You are not al-
lowing the discussion to take 
place on such an important top-
ic. I request you to cooperate 

and let the proceedings go on,” 
he appealed to the Opposition. 
However, amid continued pro-
tests, the House saw multiple 
adjournments.

Earlier, Speaker Om Birla ob-
jected to DMK members’ attire, 
stating that wearing T-shirts 
with slogans violated the 
House’s rules of  procedure. He 
adjourned proceedings until 
noon. Similar scenes unfolded 
when the House reconvened at 
12, prompting Tenneti to ad-
journ proceedings until 2 pm.

“House functions with rules 
and procedures. Members have 
to maintain the dignity and 
honour of  the House. But some 
MPs are not following the rules 
and violating the dignity which 
is not acceptable,” Birla said.

 RS, LS adjourned on last day of budget session amid protests and warnings to DMK MPs over attire  25 sentenced to death in UAE   

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

THE government informed the 
Rajya Sabha on Thursday that 
49 Indians are currently sen-
tenced to death in eight different 
countries, awaiting the imple-
mentation of  their sentences. 
The total number of  Indian pris-
oners, including under-trials, in 
foreign prisons stands at 10,152.

The government said that 25 
Indian nationals have been sen-
tenced to death in the UAE, 
though the judgment has yet to 
be carried out. Minister of  State 
for External Affairs Kirti Vard-
han Singh provided this infor-
mation in response to a query in 
the Rajya Sabha.

The MEA was asked about the 
number of  Indians who have 
been languishing in foreign pris-
ons for years and details of  Indi-
ans awaiting capital punish-
ment abroad, and the steps taken 

by the Indian government to se-
cure their release.

“In accordance with the in-
formation available with the 
Ministry, the number of  Indian 
prisoners, including undertri-
als, in foreign prisons current-
ly stands at 10,152,” the minis-
ter said. The minister said that 
the government places a high 
priority on the safety, security, 
and well-being of  Indian na-
tionals abroad, including those 
imprisoned in foreign jails. 
Singh presented tabulated data 
from eight countries detailing 
the number of  Indian nationals 
who have been sentenced to 
death, but whose judgments 
have yet to be carried out.

According to the data, the fig-
ures are as follows: 25 in the 
UAE, 11 in Saudi Arabia, six in 
Malaysia, three in Kuwait, and 
one each in Indonesia, Qatar, the 
US, and Yemen. 

DMK MPs protest during the Budget session of Parliament on Thursday |  EXPRESS

P R E E T H A  N A I R @ New Delhi

THE slogan “fair delimitation 
to Tamil Nadu” is one of  the re-
quirements under the Constitu-
tion and it doesn’t undermine 
the decorum of  Parliament, 
says Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (DMK) Rajya Sabha 
MP P Wilson.  

On Thursday, the presiding of-
ficers of  the Lok Sabha and Ra-
jya Sabha adjourned both Houses 
over DMK MPs wearing T-shirts 
with slogans on the issue of  de-
limitation. Speaking to this 
newspaper, Wilson said that they 
adopted the mode of  protest as 
the Centre has been neglecting 
their demand of  clarity on 
the issue of  delimitation, 
which will be detrimental 
for Southern states if  im-
plemented on the basis of  
population.    

“We have been sub-

mitting 6- 7 notices on a daily ba-
sis in the House for discussion on 
delimitation. However, the gov-
ernment is not paying heed.   Our 
demand is that Prime Minister 
Modi or Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah should come to Par-
liament and make a statement on 
Delimitation and clarify the gov-
ernment stand,” he said.

The T- shirt protest was not a 
pressure tactic, said the Rajya 
Sabha MP adding that they 
wanted to bring to the attention 
of  the House about the grave 
consequences of  the impending 
delimitation exercise. Counter-
ing Home Minister’s assurance 
that Southern states will not 

lose seats as the delimita-
tion exercise will be con-
ducted on pro rata basis, 
Wilson said that the min-
ister has to clear the air 

on the formula of  
pro rata basis.

“Not only Southern states, 
many other states will also be 
affected and their numbers will 
be reduced in the Lok Sabha. 
We will lose our bargaining 
power,” he said.

The Union government had 
suspended delimitation in 1976 
with the 42nd Amendment to 
the Constitution, which froze 
the number of  Lok Sabha seats 
until the 2001 census so that 
states’ family planning pro-
grams would not affect their po-
litical representation in the Lok 
Sabha, he pointed out. 

In 2002, the 84th Amendment 
was passed, which froze the 
number of  the Lok Sabha seats 
and postponed delimitation ‘un-
til the first Census after 2026, he 
said, asserting that the 1971 cen-
sus should be kept as the base 
for delimitation. “Even after 50 
years, population stabilisation 
has not taken place,” he added. 

Slogan raises constitutional issue, no 
undermining of Parliament: DMK MP 

Delimitation T-shirts trigger House uproar

49 Indians on death row 
in 8 countries, House told

Hasina kin alleges targeted attack on former PM

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE top court on Thursday 
said acid attack survivors 
should approach their respec-
tive state legal services author-
ity (SLSA) if  the compensation 
they are entitled to is delayed, 
while also asserting that survi-
vors should not refrain from 
getting admitted to private hos-
pitals of  their preference.

The order came while hear-
ing a PIL by an NGO seeking 
strict implementation of  the 
apex court directions in Laxmi 
v. Union of  India in 2014.

A two-judge bench of  the top 
court, comprising CJI Sanjiv 
Khanna and Justice Sanjay Ku-
mar took note of  the petition-
er’s submissions that acid at-
tack survivors were finding it 
difficult to receive compensa-
tion from Maharashtra author-
ities. The plea also alleged that 
the private hospitals refused to 

admit survivors, often seeking 
advance payment despite the 
SC directive mandating free 
treatment to survivors at all 
public and private facilities.

Noting that the Centre and 11 
States had not filed their re-
plies to the plea, the top court 

granted them four weeks. 
‘Victims at liberty to approach 

the SLSA in case of  delay in 
payment of  compensation,’ the 
bench said, adding that delay in
disbursal and contempt of  SC 
directives by private hospitals 
should be brought to its notice.

Acid attack survivors can move legal 
services authority for comp delay: SC

A L S O  I N  T O P  C O U R T
‘Consent immaterial 

if survivor is minor’
A lawyer on Thursday was 

reprimanded by the court for 
repeatedly using ‘consensual 
relationship’ in a bail plea of 

his client, accused of rape of a 
minor girl. ‘We got sick after 
reading the petition. You 

have written ‘consensual 
relationship’ at least 20 

times.’ Setting the facts 
straight, the bench said 

consent was trivial if 
survivor was a minor.

Collegium appoints 
8 judges to Guj HC
The Supreme Court collegium 
headed by Chief Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna has approved the 
proposal to appoint eight 
judicial officers as judges of 

the Gujarat High Court, a 
statement uploaded on  

the apex court website 
said. The collegium,  

also comprising Justice 
B R Gavai and Justice 
Surya Kant, held a 
meeting on March 19. 

HOUSE APPRISED ON UP-BIHAR ROAD PROJECT
The two stretches of the Ram Janki Marg project will be completed in 

Bihar and Uttar Pradesh by May and December 2027, repectively, Union 
Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari informed the 

Lok Sabha on Thursday, saying the project is at various stages of 
completion. “Land acquisition has been completed in all the districts in 

Uttar Pradesh...  In Bihar, an award for land acquisition has been 
completed for a stretch from Mehrauna Ghat to Masrakh,” he said. The 

Ram Janki Marg project connects Ayodhya in UP with Bhithamore in 
Sitamarhi district in Bihar near the Nepal border, aiming to improve 

regional connectivity and boost religious tourism, local business, 
agriculture, travel, trade, enhance employment and investment 

opportunities, and strengthen India-Nepal cultural ties.

99.78% EXISTING LAND RECORDS DIGITISED: GOVT
Almost all existing land records in rural areas have been digitized under 

Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP) 
launched in 2016. Responding to questions on the subject, MoS for 

Housing and Urban Affairs Tokhan Sahu on Thursday said, “As of now, 
99.78% digitization of existing land records (Record of Rights) have 

been completed. Some areas of northeastern states do not have land 
records like other states due to community ownership issues and the UT 

of Ladakh has started digitization in last couple of years. So far, rural 
areas have been mainly covered under DILRMP,” the minister said, 

adding, under the programme, a computerised registration system is 
being facilitated so that the formalities can be conducted online. 

POWER CORRIDOR

‘12.55L REFUNDS FOR FAULTY TOLLS ON NH IN 2024’    
The government on Thursday said 12.55 lakh refunds were made in 2024 
for faulty toll collections on National Highways. In a written reply to the 
Lok Sabha, Union road transport minister Nitin Gadkari said penalties of 

more than `2 crore have been levied so far on the user fee collecting 
agencies for incorrect user fee deduction cases. He also said if toll 
agencies are found responsible for incorrect user fee deduction, a 

30-50x penalty on excess user fee will be imposed on the fee collecting 
agency. Responding to a separate question, Gadkari said state-owned 

NHAI is also considering the installation of audit cameras at high-value 
toll plazas to independently monitor the accurate count and classify 

vehicles using Artificial Intelligence. 

MPs during the Budget session of Parliament in New Delhi on Thursday |  PTI

For the Indian Army, procurement 
of 1,350 House Power Engine 
accorded for T-90 Tanks

Contract with Russia's 
Rosoboronexport (RoE) to procure 
1,000 HP engines for T-72 Tanks

For the Indian Navy, AoN for 
procurement of Varunastra 
Torpedoes (Combat) accorded 

For the Indian Air Force, AoN for 
procurement of Airborne Early 
Warning & Control (AEW&C) 
Aircraft Systems gets nod

12 AEW&Cs will be procured under 
two different projects 

`54,000 CR
CAPITAL ACQUISITION  
PROPOSALS CLEARED 

BOLSTERING  
CAPABILITY 
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H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

THE arrest of  farmer leaders 
and eviction of  protesting 
farmers from the Shambhu 
and Khanauri borders since 
Wednesday highlight Punjab’s 
rural and urban divide over  
the issue.

The leaders’ detention trig-
gered protests in Tarn Taran 
and Gurdaspur, while farmers 
staged a statewide protest. In 
Faridkot, police prevented 
farmers from blocking Nation-
al Highway-15. Over 200 farm-
ers were detained and trans-
ported to undisclosed locations 
in buses. The Dirba police de-
tained about 50 farmers from 
BKU (Sidhupur) protesting on 
the Sangrur-Patran road. Pro-
testers were dispersed in Gur-
daspur, Bathinda and Abohar.

BKU leader Rakesh Tikait 
said if  farmers are not united, 
governments will quell farm-
ers’ protests and facilitate cor-
porates. Satnam Singh Pannu, 
president of  the Kisan Mazdoor 
Sangharsh Committee, said the 
police action showed that in-
stead of  “badlaav,” Chief  Min-
ister Bhagwant Singh Mann 
was doing “badle ki rajniti.”

In contrast, the urban popu-
lation, mainly traders, indus-
trialists, and commuters, large-
ly hailed the move. Industrialists 

said the highway’s opening will 
boost the state’s economy and 
tourism. They bemoan that the 
year-long blockade caused ir-
reparable loss to trade and in-
dustry and left thousands of  
commuters stranded.

Badish Jindal, President of  
the World MSME Forum, said 
that the state was incurring 
`1,500 crore monthly, and the 
business decreased by 15 to 20 
percent. He said the state suf-
fered losses worth ̀ 10,000 crore 
since 2019.  

Narinder Singh Bhamra, 
President of  the Fastener Man-
ufacturers Association of  In-
dia, said the blockades also cre-
ated problems for the general 

public besides losses to the 
state industry.

Sources claimed the police 
action followed after traders in 
Ludhiana told AAP national 
convener Arvind Kejriwal that 
it would be difficult for AAP to 
get votes in the Ludhiana West 
Assembly byelection if  the 
farmers’ protest did not end.

Punjab Finance Minister 
Harpal Singh Cheema, facing 
criticism from certain quarters 
over the police crackdown, 
said, “We want to tell the farm-
ers that we stand by them. 
Their demands concern the 
Centre. You (farmers) hold any 
protest against the Centre, and 
we are with you. But do not de-

stroy Punjab and do not shut 
the state’s highways.”

He also acknowledged the in-
dustry’s lament: “Punjab’s 
trade has been hit hard because 
of  the closure of  the two key 
highways at Shambhu and 
Khanauri border points for 
more than a year.”

Meanwhile, Farmer leader 
Jagjit Singh Dallewal, detained 
Wednesday evening, was shift-
ed to a PWSD guest house in the 
high-security Jalandhar Can-
tonment area on Thursday 
morning.  Haryana Police start-
ed dismantling cemented bar-
ricades erected last year to pre-
vent farmers from Punjab from 
heading towards the national 
capital as part of  their ‘Delhi 
Chalo’ programme. By evening, 
one-way traffic resumed at both 
border points.

The Shambhu border was de-
serted after Wednesday night’s 
police operation cleared the 
protest site. JCB machines re-
sumed operations to dismantle 
the remaining temporary struc-
tures and clear the Shmbhu-
Ambala highway.  Many  
farmers detained from Khanau-
ri on Wednesday night were 
taken to a marriage hall in Pat-
tran. The arrested farmer lead-
ers from Mohali and Shambhu 
border were shifted to Patiala 
central jail. 

R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

HOME minister Amit Shah is 
likely to visit Bihar on March 
29 to discuss the strategy for 
the state assembly elections 
due in October-November this 
year. Shah is expected to hold a 
meeting with senior leaders of  
BJP at the party’s state head-
quarters the same day.

Confirming Shah’s proposed 
visit, Bihar BJP president Dilip 
Kumar Jaiswal said that Shah 
will reach Patna on March 29 
evening and meet senior party 
leaders the same evening.

The next day, he will partici-
pate in a meeting of  the coop-
erative ministry and then leave 
for Gopalganj, where he is ex-
pected to address a public meet-
ing. This is the first visit of  
Shah after expansion of  Nitish 
Kumar cabinet.

The home minister is expect-
ed to discuss joint election cam-
paign for the NDA candidates 
in all the 243 assembly constitu-
encies in the assembly polls. 
Shah’s possible visit has, how-
ever, heated up state’s political 
temperature. In 2024 Lok Sabha 
election, alliance partners had 
campaigned for NDA candi-
dates. The same strategy was 
followed in the Assembly elec-
tions in Delhi, which paved the 
way for return of  the BJP in 

power in the national capital 
after a gap of  three decades. 
“Star campaigners will cam-
paign for all NDA candidates 
irrespective of  their parties,” 
said a senior BJP leader who is 
a member of  the BJP state core 
committee.

He, however, said that the list 
of  star campaigners will be fi-
nalised by the central leader-
ship of  the party. Before the un-
ion home minister’s visit, 
railway minister Ashwin 
Vaishnav is expected to visit 
the state on March 25.

Vaishnav will participate at 
an official function of  the rail-
ways in Saharsa. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is also ex-
pected to visit Bihar in April. 
The date of  PM’s visit is yet to 
be finalised by the PMO. The 
visit of  top leaders of  the party 
has heated up the state’s politi-
cal temperature.

S U D H I R  S U R YA W A N S H I  @ Mumbai

THREE days after the mob-re-
lated violence over Aurangzeb’s 
tomb, curfew was lifted in some 
parts of  Nagpur city and re-
laxed in a few others on Thurs-
day. The cyber police booked 
six persons, including the mas-
termind of  this violence,  
Fahim Khan, on charges of  se-
dition and spreading misinfor-
mation on social media during 
the unrest here. 
   Cyber DCP Lohit Matani said 
the accused edited and circu-
lated the video of  the protest 
against Aurangzeb, which 
caused the riots to spread. 

Considering the inconven-
ience to citizens and the  
improvement in the law and  
order situation, Commissioner 
of  Police Ravinder Singal or-
dered lifting the curfew from 
Nandanvan and Kapil Nagar 
police station areas from 2 pm 
on Thursday.

Singal also ordered the cur-
few in Lakadganj, Pachpaoli, 
Shantinagar, Sakkardara, and 
Imambada areas to be relaxed 
from 2 pm to 4 pm to allow peo-
ple to venture out to buy essen-
tial items of  daily need.

The Nagpur police said the 
mobs turned violent after 

clashes between two groups. 
Their rampage in central  
Na gpur  was  fuel led  by  
rumours that a ‘chadar’ with 
holy inscriptions was burnt 
during protests led by VHP  
and Bajrang Dal for the remov-
al of  Mughal emperor Au-
rangzeb’s tomb. 

Curfew was imposed in Kot-
wali, Ganeshpeth, Tehsil, 
Lakadganj, Pachpaoli, Shanti 
Nagar, Sakkardara, Nandan-
van, Imambada, Yashodhara 
Nagar and Kapil Nagar police 
station areas.

The probe has so far indicat-
ed that misinformation was 
spread initially after some vid-

eos were shared on social me-
dia, which fuelled the violence; 
more videos subsequently “glo-
rified” the violence. 

The state cyber crime depart-
ment has asked Facebook, X, 
Instagram, and YouTube au-
thorities for information about 
230 profiles on their platforms 
and block them. 

Meanwhile, the Archaeologi-
cal Survey of  India (ASI) has 
put up tin sheets on two sides 
of  the 18th-century structure 
encasing the tomb in Khulda-
bad amid right-wing organisa-
tions demanding its removal. A 
circular fence will also be in-
stalled around the tomb.

N A M I TA  B A J PA I  @ Lucknow

THE Allahabad High Court re-
fused to acknowledge grabbing 
the breasts of  a minor girl 
along with breaking her pyja-
ma strings, and trying to drag 
her beneath the culvert, an 
enough act to charge an ac-
cused with the offence of  rape, 
or an attempt to rape. 

A single judge bench of  the 
court observed it was an act of  
“aggravated sexual assault”.  
With the above observation, the 
high court in its March 17 or-
der, modified a summon order, 
altering the charges against the 
two accused. 

According to the prosecu-
tion, Pawan and Akash, grabbed 
the breasts of  the 11-year-old 
victim and Akash broke the 
string of  her pyjama and tried 
to drag her beneath the culvert.  
However, as witnesses inter-
vened, accused fled the spot. 

Initially, the accused were 
summoned to face trial under 
section 376 (rape) and under the 
Pocso Act. However, the high 
court later directed the accused 
be tried under section 354(B) 

IPC (assault or use of  criminal 
force with intent to disrobe) 
read with the POCSO Act (ag-
gravated sexual assault). 

“The allegations leveled 
against accused Pawan and 
Akash and the facts of  the case 
hardly constitute an offence of  
attempt to rape in the case. In 
order to bring out a charge of  
attempt to rape, the prosecu-
tion must establish that it had 
gone beyond the stage of  prepa-
ration. The difference between 
preparation and actual attempt 
to commit an offence consists 
chiefly in the greater degree of  
determination,” the bench of  
Justice Ram Manohar Narayan 
Mishra observed. 

The judge said that it partly 
allowed the criminal revision 
plea filed by the three accused. 

Finding it to be a case of  at-
tempt to rape or attempt to 
commit penetrative sexual as-
sault within the purview of  the 
Pocso Act, the trial court in-
voked Section 376 (rape) with 
Section 18 (attempt to commit 
an offence) of  the Pocso Act 
and issued summoning order 
under these sections. 

Challenging the summoning 
order issued by the trial court, 
the accused moved the HC, 
wherein  it was primarily ar-
gued that no offence under 
Section 376 (rape) of  IPC was 
committed even if  the com-
plaint version was taken on its 
face value and that the case 
did not go beyond the extent of  
Sections 354, 354(b) IPC, and 
relevant provisions of  the 
POCSO Act. 

On the other hand, the coun-
sel for respondents submitted 
that at the stage of  framing the 
charges, the trial court was not 
supposed to sift and weigh the 
evidence and material collected 
during the investigation. 

N A R E N D R A  S E T H I  @ Dehradun

THE sparrow has become a 
rare sight in today’s urban 
sprawl, leaving many children 
unfamiliar with this charming 
companion. As deforestation, 
noise pollution, and urbanisa-
tion take their toll, these birds 
are retreating to rural areas.

“The absence of  sparrows in 
our cities is alarming for bird 
enthusiasts. Their cheerful 
chirping in rural settings of-
fers a comforting reminder of  
nature’s harmony,” says Dr Ra-
man Kumar, an ornithologist.

On the occasion of  World 
Sparrow Day on March 20, ex-
perts highlight the challenges 
faced by sparrows in urban en-
vironments, from finding suit-
able nesting sites to accessing 
food. “Sparrows used to nest in 
crevices and thatched roofs, but 
now homes are made of  con-
crete, leaving them with fewer 
options,” Raman Kumar says.

According to forest depart-
ment sources, sparrow popula-
tions in urban areas have plum-
meted by nearly 40 per cent. In 
contrast, the situation in rural 
areas remains relatively stable. 
Chief  Conservator of  Forests 

Manoj Chandran said, “The 
biggest crisis facing sparrows 
is the lack of  food and habitat. 
The use of  chemicals in food 
items like wheat and other 
grains is detrimental to them. 
If  we pay attention to a few key 
factors, we can improve the situ-
ation for these birds.”

Chandran emphasised the im-
portance of  maintaining green-
ery in homes and cautioned 
against constructing entirely 
concrete houses. “By ensuring 
that our living spaces incorpo-
rate some greenery, we can cre-

ate a more hospitable environ-
ment for sparrows,” he added.

Ornithologist Ajay Sharma 
said, “In the past, wheat was 
spread out while cleaning at 
home, and lentils were also 
cleaned. The grains would scat-
ter, providing food for the birds. 
This practice has diminished 
significantly, leading to an in-
creased food crisis for them.”

Sharma added, “The small 
sparrow cannot eat larger 
grains; it relies on tiny insects, 
which have also decreased in 
number.”

D I L I P  S I N G H  K S H AT R I YA 
@ Ahmedabad

DESPITE the Supreme Court 
guidelines requiring local ad-
ministrations to issue notices 
before demolishing encroach-
ments, Gujarat authorities 
have taken a more direct ap-
proach to address rising law-
lessness. Police have compiled 
lists of  antisocial elements and 
bootleggers whose illegal prop-
erties are now being targeted 
for demolition.

After videos of  public vio-
lence, vandalism, and intimida-
tion went viral, the government 
announced a major crackdown 
on criminal elements. Police 
have prepared a list of  7,612 of-
fenders, including 3,264 boot-
leggers, 516 gamblers, and 2,149 
individuals accused of  harass-
ing women in public.

Authorities have begun in-
specting the individuals’ prop-
erties to identify illegal con-
s t r u c t i o n s .  B u l l d o z e r 
operations commenced in 
Ahmedabad and other districts 
against unlawful properties 
owned by those engaged in 
criminal activities. The state 
police chief  also called an im-
portant meeting where signifi-
cant decisions are expected.

N A R E N D R A  S E T H I  @ Dehradun

THE Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate’s Court in Pauri, Uttara-
khand, has sentenced five vil-
lagers, including former village 
head, to one year of  imprison-
ment for setting a captive leop-
ard ablaze.

According to reports, on May 
24, 2022, an enraged mob set a 
captive leopard on fire in Saplo-
di. A case was registered at the 
Kotwali police station in Pauri 
based on a complaint from a for-
est officer, naming five people 
including the then village head. 
The charges included violations 
of  the Wildlife Protection Act 
and obstruction of  public serv-
ants in their duties.

The region, encompassing 
villages like Bhatti, Sarna, Kul-
mori, and Saplodi, had been 
plagued by fear due to frequent 
leopard sightings in 2022. These 
leopards instilled significant 
terror in the area. 

Concrete barricades being removed after the eviction of agitating farmers from the 
Shambhu border, in Patiala district onThursday |  PTI

Security personnel deployed at Hanspuri  area in Nagpur on Thursday |  PTI

S U D H I R  S U R YA W A N S H I  @ Mumbai

MEMBERS of  the ruling Ma-
haYuti on Thursday raised the 
Disha Salian death controver-
sy in both houses of  Maharash-
tra legislature, a day after her 
father Satish Salian approached 
the Bombay High Court seek-
ing a CBI probe and registra-
tion of  an FIR against Shiv 
Sena (UBT) MLA Aaditya 
Thackeray and others.

Disha, former manager of  
late actor Sushant Singh Ra-
jput, died on June 8, 2020, after 
falling from the 14th floor of  a 
high-rise in suburban Malad. 
Police then registered an acci-
dental death report case.

Shiv Sena (UBT) Uddhav 
Thackeray said the CID probe 
found no foul play but the BJP 
is targeting and defaming his 
family members.  “Aditya has 
not done anything wrong so 
why should he be afraid? We 
are open for any probe. BJP 
leaders’ fingers got burned in 
Nagpur violence, therefore the 
Disha Salin matter has been de-
liberately raked,” Uddhav said. 
Aditya said the matter is sub 
judice, so he won’t comment.

Shouting slogans, MahaYuti 

MLAs entered the well of  the 
House, demanding a probe into 
the death. Minister of  state for 
home Yogesh Kadam said the 
SIT probe was still going on, 
and Salian’s father has made 
the state government a party to 
his petition. 

“We will act as per the court 
orders. Those who are guilty, no 
matter how powerful they are, 
will not be spared,” he said.

Satish’s plea claimed that on 
June 8, Disha organised a party 
at her home that was attended 
by Aaditya, actors Sooraj Pan-
choli and Dino Morea, among 
others. Citing eyewitness ac-
counts, he claimed in the plea 
that Disha was “gang-raped, 
forcibly restrained and subject-
ed to brutal sexual assault.”

Barricades dismantled as traffic 
on two Haryana borders resumed
Farm leader Dallewal shifted to Jalandhar under tight security, Punjab clears roads on its side

Shah likely to visit 
Bihar on March 29 
to firm up poll plan

Bulldozers used 
against Gujarat 
bootleggers

After Disha Salian’s father 
seeks FIR, Maha demand  
against Aaditya intensifies

Main accused among six booked  
for sedition, curfew lifted in Nagpur

Once neighbours, sparrows now face extinction
5 get one-year jail 
term for burning 
leopard in cage

Grabbing minor’s breasts not enough 
to charge accused with rape bid: HC

Khattar meets former 
Cabinet colleague on Holi
On eve of Holi, Union minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar and Haryana 
cabinet minister Anil Vij surprised 
everyone as they met each other at 
Ambala cantonment and praised 
each others work. The meeting 
comes after Vij was served a show 
cause notice for his comments agaist 
CM Nayab Singh Saini and Haryana 
BJP chief Mohan Lal Badoli. 
Clarifying his stand, Vij had said, 
despite occasional differences over 
certain issues, he had no personal 
grudge against the leaders. Khattar, 
however, greeted Vij as one of his 
oldest friends, terming Vij’s assembly 
segment a saffron party stronghold.

Infighting in Punjab Cong  
once again out in open
Days after state Congress in-charge 
Bhupesh Baghel directed the Punjab 
leadership to raise issues against 
each other on the party platform, 
the cold war between Bholath MLA 
Sukhpal Singh Khaira and 
Kapurthala MLA Rana Gurjeet Singh, 
who have been on loggerheads for 
many years, once again erupted. 
When Rana announced he would 
purchase maize from farmers for two 
years at MSP, Khaira took to X saying 
Rana was propagating private 
purchase of maize for his ethanol 
plants. Earlier, Rana had supported 
the BJP government’s proposal to 
implement private marketing of 
crops as part of the three  
now-junked farm laws in 2021.

Prez’s request before 
attending convocation
President Droupadi Murmu set an 
example of humility as she recently 
attended two convocation 
ceremonies in Punjab – one at the 
Central University of Punjab (CUP) 
and the other at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences in 
Bhatinda. The President’s secretariat 
had asked both institutions that the 
chair designated for the President 
must not be more grandiose than 
the other dignitaries on the stage 
and during the scheduled group 
photograph with students. Also, a 
sign language interpreter was 
engaged to sensitise institutions  
and students on differently-abled 
persons, an official said.

CHANDIGARH 
DIARY
H A R P R E E T  B A J W A
Our correspondent  

in Chandigarh
hsbajwa73@gmail.com

A doctor in Assam’s Sribhumi district allegedly sold an 
infant to a couple after an unmarried woman gave birth 
to the child, officials said, adding that a case has been 
lodged against the doctor who is currently absconding

‘ I N F A N T  S A L E ’

OF A FAMILY FOUND DEAD AT  
HOME IN RAJASTHAN’S BIKANERMEMBERS
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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 7 -5 SNY
Colombo 32 25 SNY
Dhaka 31 21 SNY
Dubai 26 20 LR
Houston 17 6 LR
Istanbul 7 4 LR
London 7 2 SNY

Los Angeles 20 10 SNY
Melbourne 19 15 LC
Moscow -6 -9 LS
New York -2 -9 SNY
Singapore 30 25 LR
Toronto -7 -17 LS
Washington 11 7 LC

VISA
13 years 
after it was closed, Germany reopens 
its embassy in Syria’s Damascus
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All eyes on Riyadh as Russia to hold 
talks with US on Ukraine Monday
Ukrainian President Zelenskyy urges EU leaders to step up weapon 
supplies; says Kremlin must stop making unnecessary demands

MOSCOW

RUSSIA and US officials will 
hold talks on Ukraine in Saudi 
Arabia on Monday, President 
Vladimir Putin’s aide Yuri Ush-
akov said.

Donald Trump spoke to both 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin and 
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy this week and the US is 
also due to hold talks with Kyiv 
in the coming days.

“These consultations will 
take place on Monday, March 
24, in Riyadh,” Ushakov said 
Thursday in comments pub-
lished by the Kremlin.

“From the Russian side, they 
will be attended by Grigory Ka-
rasin, chairman of  the Senate’s 
committee on international af-
fairs, and Sergei Beseda, advi-
sor to the head of  the FSB secu-
rity service.”

Ushakov said he had con-
firmed this after talks with US 
National Security Advisor 
Mike Waltz. Both agreed to 
send “expert groups” for the 
talks, he added.

The delegations are due to 

discuss “initiatives” that Putin 
and Trump spoke about regard-
ing the Black Sea.

The Russian FSB in 2014 ad-
mitted that Beseda was in Kyiv 
during a bloody crackdown on 
the Ukrainian capital in the 
midst of  the country’s pro-EU 
revolution. He has been under 
Western sanctions since 2014. 
Karasin is a career diplomat.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy urged EU leaders Thurs-
day to step up weapon supplies 

to Ukraine and keep pressuring 
Russia, as top military brass 
gathered in London to thrash 
out plans to police any peace 
deal. Zelenskyy said the Krem-
lin leader must “stop making 
unnecessary demands that only 
prolong the war.” Kyiv has said 
that US is due to hold talks with 
Ukraine in Saudi Arabia. It is 
not clear if  they will take place 
on the same day or if  the Rus-
sian and Ukrainian delegations 
will meet. AP

KYIV

SENIOR officers from coun-
tries across Europe and beyond 
will meet late on Thursday at a 
military headquarters on the 
outskirts of  London to flesh out 
plans for an international 
peacekeeping force for Ukraine 
as details of  a partial ceasefire 
are worked out.

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer said the “coalition of  
the willing” plan, led by Britain 
and France, is moving into an 
“operational phase.” But it’s 
unclear how many countries 
are willing to send troops, or 
whether there will be any cease-
fire to protect.

Ukraine and Russia agreed 
in principle Wednesday to a 
limited ceasefire after Presi-
dent Donald Trump spoke with 
the countries’ leaders this 
week, though it remained to be 
seen when it might take effect 
and what possible targets would 
be off  limits to attack.  AFP

Peacekeeping 
force in Ukraine 
on the table

A Russian “Grad” self-propelled multiple rocket launcher fires towards Ukrainian 
positions in southern Ukraine |  AP

Israeli strikes kill at least 85 Palestinians
GAZA STRIP

ISRAELI strikes killed at least 
85 Palestinians across the Gaza 
Strip overnight and into Thurs-
day, according to local health of-
ficials. Hours later, Hamas fired 
three rockets at Israel without 
causing casualties, in the first 
such attack since Israel ended 
the ceasefire with a surprise 
bombardment of  Gaza on 
Tuesday.

Israeli military ordered peo-
ple to evacuate an area in cen-
tral Gaza near Khan Younis, 
saying it would operate there in 
response to rocket fire from Ha-
mas. Israel restored a blockade 
on northern Gaza, including 
Gaza City, that it had main-
tained for most of  the war. 

It warned residents against 
using the main highway to en-
ter or leave the north and said 
only passage to the south would 
be allowed on the coastal road. 
It also announced an additional 
ground operation in northern 
Gaza near the already largely 
destroyed town of  Beit Lahiya, 
where strikes have killed doz-
ens over the past 24 hours.

Israel blamed the renewed 
fighting on Hamas because the 
militant group rejected a new 
proposal that departed from 
their signed agreement. Hamas 
has said it will only release the 
remaining hostages in exchange 
for a lasting ceasefire and a full 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza. 
More than 400 Palestinians were 
killed on Tuesday alone, mostly 
women and children, according 
to Gaza’s Health Ministry. 

One of  the strikes on Gaza 
early Thursday hit the Abu 
Daqa family’s home in Abasan 
al-Kabira, a village just outside 
of  Khan Younis near the border 
with Israel. It was inside an area 
the Israeli military ordered 
evacuated earlier this week.

 AFP

An Israeli  tank takes position on the 
Gaza Strip border |  AFP

Trump to order a plan to shut 
down Education dept in US

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
plans to sign an executive order 
Thursday calling for the shut-
down of  the US Education De-
partment, according to a White 
House official, advancing a 
campaign promise to eliminate 
an agency that’s been a long-
time target of  conservatives.

Trump has derided the De-
partment of  Education as 

wasteful and polluted by liberal 
ideology. However, finalizing its 
dismantling is likely impossi-
ble without an act of  Congress, 
which created the department 
in 1979. A White House fact 
sheet said the order would di-
rect Secretary Linda McMahon 
“to take all necessary steps to 
facilitate the closure (of) the 
Department of  Education and 
return education authority to 
the States”. AP

OÚ«Û%lOÚ ÑÚOÛ%ÁÚ
OÛ¾Úß%®ÛÄOÚ BMf¬¾ÚßÁéÁÚÈÚÁÚ OÚaæÞÂ,  

ÅæàÞOæàÞ®Ú¾æàÞW BÅÛSæ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß ÉºÛVÚ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß

ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ 
M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ ¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ : 5054-04-337-0-01-154 f¯Áè gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼ÀÄ - ¸ÀÄzsÁgÀuÉUÀ¼ÀÄ, 8443 oÉÃªÀtÂ 
ªÀAwPÉ CrAiÀÄ°è£À MlÄÖ 6 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï 
DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ¸ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ §UÉÎ (Standard 

Tender Document KW - 1 & 4 gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ, UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 3gÀ°è 
£ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ 
gÀÆ. 10.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ UÀjµÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 500.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï 
mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÁVgÀÄªÀ 6 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ (E.¸ÀASÉå: 19330 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ), 19349 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ), 
19413, 20250 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 28-03-2025, EA.¸ÀASÉå: 20568 ¢£ÁAPÀ:03-04-2025, EA.¸ÀASÉå:20346 
¢£ÁAPÀ:09-04-2025gÀAzÀÄ)  ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀbÉÃj 
ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è «µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.

@ÅÛ°ÈÚ© mæMsÚÁé ®ÚÃOÚlzæ ÑÚMSæÀ : 33/2024-25  ¦«ÛMOÚ:18-03-2025

ÑÚÕ/- OÛ¾Úß%®ÛÄOÚ BMf¬¾ÚßÁé,  
ÅæàÞOæàÞ®Ú¾æàÞW BÅÛSæ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß ÉºÛVÚ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, MNJ INSTITUTE OF ONCOLOGY &  

REGIONAL CANCER CENTRE, RED HILLS, HYDERABAD-500 004
e-TENDER NOTICE

No. A.2/MNJIO&RCC/2025/Tenders/NM Date: 20.03.2025
The Director, MNJIO&RCC, Hyderabad invites online bids through e-procurement portal of Government of 
Telangana for Details of requirement: a) Supply of - Germanium Gallium 68 Generator Fully Automated 
System. b) Disposal of Lead Scrap. Start date of sale of Tender document (online): 20.03.2025 @ 12.00 
PM, Last date for bid submission: 07.04.2025 @ 03.00 PM, The pre-bid meeting will be held at MNJIO&RCC, 
Red Hills, Hyderabad. Tender documents and all other information related to tender and bidding process can 
be downloaded from the website: https://tender.telangana.gov.in.
DIPR R.O. No.11856-PP/CL/Advt/1/2024-25, Dt: 20/03/2025  Sd/- Director

CLASSIFIEDS
CHANGE OF DATE OF BIRTH
I, ARANGI APPANNAMMA Mother of 
Service No.2618634H Nk ARANGI 
RAMA PRASAD, R/o.1-57, Main 
Street, Vill:Jogipantulapeta,  Teh: 
Ambalavalasa, Dist:Srikakulam, 
Andhra Pradesh-532405 have 
changed my Date of Birth from 
29-08-1976 to 01-01-1976 vide 
affidavit dt:19-3-2025 before 
G.Shobha, Advocate and Notary, 
Brahmanwadi, Begumpet, 
Hyderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, RAJPUT ASHVINI KANTILAL, is legally 
Wedded Wife of Service No.17008818H, 
Rank: NK, Name: RAJPUT NILESH 
INDALSING, Unit: 33 CORE ZONE WKSP 
C/O. 99 APO, residing at VILL: HATLE, 
PO: HATLE, TEH: CHALISGAON, DIST: 
JALGAON, State: MAHARASHTRA, PIN: 
424101, I have Changed my name 
from RAJPUT ASHVINI KANTILAL 
to RAJPUT ASHVINI NILESH  My 
date of birth  01/12/1996,Vide  
Affidavit date 20/03/2025.

CHANGE OF DATE OF BIRTH
I, ARANGI RAJARAO Father of 
Service No. 2618634H Nk ARANGI 
RAMA PRASAD,  R/o. 1-57, Main 
Street, Vill: Jogipantulapeta, Teh: 
Ambalavalasa,  Dist: Srikakulam, 
Andhra Pradesh-532405 have 
changed my Date of Birth from 
05-09-1971 to 01-01-1964 vide 
affidavit dt:19-03-2025 before 
G.Shobha, Advocate and Notary, 
Brahmanwadi, Begumpet, 
Hyderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, CHAVAN RESHMA Spouse 
of Service No. 14440087Y 
Hav CHAVAN UMESH SURESH, 
R/o.F/203, Plot No.17, Sector 
19, Narmada Co.Op Housing 
Society, Vill:Kamothe, PO:Kharghar, 
Dist:Raigarh, Maharashtra-410210 
have changed my name from 
CHAVAN RESHMA to CHAVAN 
RESHMA UMESH vide affidavit dt:19-
3-2025 before C.Samuel, Advocate 
and Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, O VASANTHA KUMARI is legally 
dependent Mother of Service No. 
14667321X, Rank: HAV TECH (SA), Name: 
RAJEEV KUMAR S, Unit : 3 TRG BN, 1 EME 
CENTER, SECUNDERABAD, Residing at 
RAJESH BHAVAN, Vill: PATTAZHY, PO: 
PANTHAPLAVE, Dist: KOLLLAM, State: 
KERALA, Pin:691522, I have Changed 
my name from: O VASANTHA KUMARI 
to  VASANTHAKUMARY and My Date of 
Birth is 28-08-1957, Vide Affidavit date 
20/03/2025.
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Hero MotoCorp 
invests `525 cr 
in Euler for EV 
three-wheelers
A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

HERO MotoCorp (HMCL), the 
leading two-wheeler manufac-
turer, is making a strategic en-
try into the rapidly growing 
electric three-wheeler market 
with an investment of  up to 
`525 crore (approximately $60 
million) in Euler Motors, a 
company specialising in elec-
tric three-wheelers.

HMCL’s primary investment 
will be in Equity Shares and Se-
ries D Compulsory Convertible 
Preference Shares, giving it an 
approximate 32.5% stake on a 
fully diluted basis. Additional-
ly, a portion of  the investment 
may be used to acquire shares 
from existing Euler Motors 
shareholders through a second-
ary sale, the company stated in 
a regulatory filing.

The stake acquisition is ex-
pected to be completed by April 
30, 2026.

“As we strengthen and diver-
sify our presence in emerging 
mobility landscape, this invest-
ment allows Hero MotoCorp to 
venture into a rapidly growing 
electric three and four-wheeler 
market, while unlocking adja-
cent business opportunities 
and continuing to cement its
leadership in the future of  sus-
tainable mobility,” Pawan 
Munjal, Executive Chairman, 
Hero MotoCorp. 

This is its second major in-
vestment made by Hero in the 
electric vehicle space following 
a 40% stake in IPO-ready Ather 
Energy. Hero MotoCrop said 
that its investment in Euler 
will provide them with a strong 
foothold in the fast-growing 
electric three-wheeler market, 
where EVs are projected to ac-
count for 35% of  total sales in 
the near future. 

B E N N  K O C H U V E E D A N  @ Mumbai

THE second largest pure-play 
gold loan player Manappuram 
Finance has inked a deal with 
Bain Capital, under which the 
latter will acquire 18% in the 
Thrissur, Kerala-based compa-
ny for `4,385 crore.

The deal also leads to an open 
offer by the private equity ma-
jor for an additional 26% reduc-
ing the current promoters — 
VP Nandakumar family — stake 
to under 30%.

Following the fund infusion 
of  `4,385 crore, the investor 
will be classified as a joint pro-
moter with board representa-
tion, Manappuram Finance 

said in an exchange filing on 
Thursday.

The stake will be purchased 
by Bain Capital Asia (through 
its affiliated BC Asia Invest-
ments XXV and BC Asia Invest-
ments XIV) through a 
preferential allotment 
of  shares.

“The equity transfer 
will be on a fully dilut-
ed basis via preferen-
tial allotment of  equity 
and warrants at a price of  
`236/share, — a 30% premium 
over the six-month average 
trading price. The transaction 
will trigger a mandatory open 
offer for the purchase of  an ad-
ditional 26% stake on an ex-

panded capital basis but ex-
cluding warrants. The open 
offer price has been fixed at 
`236/share,” the companies 
said in a joint statement.

Based on the open offer sub-
scription, Bain’s stake will 

vary between 18% and 
41.7% on a fully diluted 
basis, including shares 
to be issued pursuant 
to exercise of  warrants. 

Existing promoters will 
hold a 28.9% stake in the 

company post the investment 
on a fully diluted basis, includ-
ing shares to be issued pursu-
ant to exercise of  warrants.

The investment aims to fuel 
the 75-year-old Manappuram’s 

next phase of  growth and drive 
transformation by enhancing 
o p e r a t i o n a l  e x c e l l e n c e, 
strengthening leadership, and 
expanding its presence across 
key segments, Bain said in the 
statement.

Meanwhile, Manappuram 
which has a track record of  75 
years, also said its subsidiary, 
Asirvad Microfinance, which 
was under some regulatory ac-
tion earlier and whose IPO pa-
pers are pending with the Sebi 
since October 2023 will now be 
withdrawn. The company fur-
ther said the microfinance 
company will make the neces-
sary application to Sebi in this 
regard.

Manappuram sells 18% to Bain for `4,385 cr

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U 

THE Heavy Industries Minis-
try has directed the Automotive 
Research Association of  India 
(ARAI) to investigate the dis-
crepancy between Ola Elec-
tric’s reported sales figures and 
the actual vehicle registrations, 
alongside numerous consumer 
complaints against the compa-
ny, as per sources aware of  the 
development. 

The ministry has asked ARAI 
to submit a report within 15 
days. This regulatory scrutiny 
comes after Ola Electric 
claimed to have sold 25,000 elec-
tric scooters in February 2025, 
while government data from 
the Vahan portal showed only 
8,600 vehicles were registered 
during the same period.

This probe follows recent reg-
ulatory issues faced by Ola Elec-
tric, including raids and inspec-
tions by transport authorities in 
various states such as Mahar-

ashtra, Punjab and Madhya 
Pradesh. These actions were 
taken due to concerns over the 
company’s compliance with 
trade certificate requirements.

Ola Electric, backed by FAME 
II and PM E-DRIVE, must meet 
ARAI guidelines. ARAI is prob-
ing sales discrepancies and com-
plaints, with a report due in 15 
days.Re gulatory pressure 
mounts as SEBI warns of  disclo-
sure lapses, and CCPA investi-
gates service complaints. An 
Ola Electric unit also faces an 
insolvency petition from Ros-
merta Digital over alleged pay-
ment defaults.

Govt orders probe into Ola 
Electric sales discrepancyE X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mumbai

ADITYA Birla group chairman 
Kumar Mangalam Birla has 
said the group’s flagship Hin-
dalco will invest `45,000-crore 
in copper and aluminium seg-
ments and entry into the elec-
tric mobility materials space 
by setting up the country’ first 
copper foil facility for electric 
vehicles.

Meanwhile, Hindalco Indus-
tries Ltd has unveiled a new 
brand identity, marking its 
transformation from a materi-
als supplier to an engineered 
solutions provider. 

The brand identity was un-
veiled by Aditya Birla Group, 
Chairman, Kumar Mangalam 
Birla in the presence of  indus-
try leaders, policymakers, and 
business partners. 

The new Hindalco brand 
logo, featuring a bold and dy-
namic ‘H,’ represents forward 
momentum and reinforces the 
company’s role in shaping In-
dia’s industrial and sustainable 
future, the company said in a 

statement. Announcing the 
new brand identity for Hindal-
co Industries on Thursday, Bir-
la said, “We are committing 
`45,000 crore across the alu-
minium, copper and specialty 
alumina businesses to deliver 
both upstream and next-gen 
high precision engineered 
products to our customers.”

In another key initiative for 
the group, Birla said Hindalco’s 
Pune unit will be setting up a 
copper foil facility for the elec-
tric vehicles segment.

Expressing his desire of  re-
peating in the electric mobility 
space, what Hindalco has been 
doing in the metals space, he 
said in the battery materials 

space, they are pioneering the 
metals that will drive our coun-
try’s EV revolution. This, the 
company will do by joining the 
ongoing EV revolution in the 
country so as to take it to the 
next level.

“Our battery foil plant at Adi-
tya Fabrication plant in Chakan 
near Pune is set to provide 
high-performance, sustainable 
alternatives to traditional auto-
motive components especially 
for the EV industry. We are also 
setting up the country’ first 
copper foils facility for EVs in 
this facility,” he said.

“In electric mobility, renew-
able energy, energy storage, 
semiconductors, and high-end 
electronics, we are positioning 
ourselves as a provider of  solu-
tions and a co-creator, collabo-
rating with customers to bring 
the future forward,” he said.

It can be noted that Hindalco 
is the largest aluminium pro-
ducer in the country and along 
with its US subsidiary Novelis, 
it is among the top aluminium 
companies in the world. 

Hindalco to invest ̀ 45,000 cr in metals, enter EV space
Hindalco unveils new growth-focused logo
The new Hindalco brand logo, featuring a bold and dynamic ‘H,’ 
represents forward momentum and reinforces the company’s role in 
shaping India’s industrial and sustainable future, the company said  
in a statement.

Govt discusses  
content woes  
with Grok AI 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

THE Ministry of  Electronics 
and Information Technology 
(MeitY) is in discussions with 
Elon Musk’s Grok over con-
cerns about its content. Accord-
ing to ministry sources, the 
government has not issued any 
advisories yet, but is instead 
engaging in discussions to un-
derstand how Grok’s platform 
may have violated Indian law.

A ministry official, speaking 
on condition of  anonymity, 
confirmed that no advisories 
have been sent to Grok. 

However, the official noted 
that an earlier advisory sent to 
AI players regarding content is 
still valid. Grok, an AI assistant 
developed by Elon Musk’s com-
pany xAI, has come under scru-
tiny for generating inflamma-
tory content on X. The AI 
chatbot engaged in abusive ex-
changes, targeted Elon Musk 
and Indian politicians, includ-
ing the Prime minister. MeitY’s 
discussions with Grok aim to 
address these concerns and en-
sure compliance with Indian 
laws and regulations.

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

INDIA’s smartphone export in 
2024 was dominated by Apple 
and Samsung, with the two 
companies accounting for ap-
proximately 94% of  all ship-
ments, according to a report by 
Counterpoint Research.

This surge in exports is at-
tributed to the companies’ ex-
panded manufacturing opera-
tions within the country. 
Overall, Made-in-India’s smart-
phone shipments —the number 
of  smartphones manufactured 
within India and shipped either 
domestically or internationally 
— increased by 6% compared to 
the previous year. The report 
also predicts a double-digit 
growth in Indian smartphone 
manufacturing for 2025, accom-
panied by a rise in local value 
addition.

According to Counterpoint, 
South Korean tech giant Sam-
sung solidified its position as a 
dominant player in India’s elec-
tronics manufacturing in 2024, 
registering a 7% year-on-year 
(y-o-y) growth driven by in-
creasing exports. The second 
spot was taken by Chinese mo-

bile maker Vivo, which grew 
14% to capture a 14% shipment 
share. 

Foxconn Hon Hai’s manufac-
turing volumes grew 19% in 
2024, backed by Apple. 

OPPO, however, slipped to 
the fourth position as a manu-
facturer, with its shipments de-
clining 34%. DBG’s shipments 
also saw double-digit growth in 
2024, thanks to expanding part-
nerships with Xiaomi and 
Realme. In terms of  overall 
growth, Tata Electronics was 
the fastest-growing manufac-
turer in 2024, registering a 
107% growth, with the iPhone 
15 and iPhone 16 as the major 
volume contributors. 

Apple, Samsung dominate 
smartphone exports in ’24

RBI appoints Indranil 
Bhattacharyya as ED 
MUMBAI: The Reserve Bank has 
promoted Indranil Bhattacharyya 
to executive director (ED) 
overseeing economic and policy 
research. Previously an adviser in 
the monetary policy department, 
he has nearly three decades of 
experience in monetary and fiscal 
policy, banking, and international 
economics. He also served as an 
economic expert at Qatar Central 
Bank. Bhattacharyya is a 
postgraduate from JNU and his 
research focuses on monetary 
policy and financial markets.

Sebi eases ESOP rules 
for IPO-bound founders 
MUMBAI: Sebi has proposed 
changes to Employee Stock 
Option Plan (ESOP) rules, 
allowing IPO-bound founders to 
retain ESOPs even if classified as 
promoters. Currently, promoters 
cannot receive ESOPs, creating 
ambiguity when founders are 
listed as promoters due to IPO 
norms. To prevent misuse, Sebi 
suggests a one-year cooling-off 
period before an IPO. It clarifies 
that employees later identified as 
promoters can hold and exercise 
ESOPs granted at least a year 
before the IPO decision.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

THE Indian equity market has 
shown a notable recovery over 
the past four sessions, with 
both the BSE Sensex and NSE 
Nifty50 gaining about 3% each. 
This upward movement comes 
as a contrast to the bearish sen-
timent that dominated the mar-
ket for several months. 

The rise on Thursday was in-
fluenced by the Federal Re-
serve’s decision to maintain 
interest rates at 4.25%–4.50% 
during its second policy meet-
ing of  2025, alongside the ex-
pectation of  two quarter-per-
centage-point rate cuts by the 
end of  the year, which has bol-
stered investor confidence.

At the close of  trading on 
Thursday, the Sensex was up by 
899.01 points or 1.19% at 
76,348.06, and the Nifty was up 
by 283.05 points or 1.24% at 

23,190.65. Vinod Nair of  Geojit 
Financial Services attributed 
this rally to the consistent fall in 
the US dollar index, which has 
reduced the intensity of  foreign 
institutional investor (FII) sell-
ing, while domestic institution-
al investor (DII) buying remains 
robust. FIIs turned net buyers 
on Thursday, buying shares 
worth `3,294 crore (net value). 

However, Anand K Rathi of  
MIRA Money cautioned that 
the bulls are not fully back in 
the market, indicating that the 
benchmarks are still down by 
11% from their September 
highs.  “What we are witness-
ing is a correction back to a 
level of  valuation that I believe 
is typical for India. During the 
‘super bull market’, forward 
earnings price-to-earnings 
(P/E) ratios reached 23-24. Cur-
rently, we’ve corrected to below 
the average P/E of  18-19. I be-

lieve we are returning to a ‘10-
year average P/E’, a measure 
of  a stock’s valuation, which 
may be around 20 or 21,” said 
Rathi.  He added that this week’s 
surge does not necessarily indi-
cate that the rally would 
continue. 

“We need further confirma-
tion from companies that things 
have returned to normal and 
that earnings growth is expect-
ed to be around 12-14%. This 
cautious approach is necessary 
to navigate the uncertainties in 
the market,” said Rathi.

The Indian equity market has 
faced significant pressure since 
late September 2024 due to vari-
ous factors, including US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tariff  ac-
tions, substantial FII outflows 
amidst a weakening rupee, slow-
ing economic and corporate 
earnings growth, and expensive 
valuations. 

Equity markets rebound; up 3% in 4 sessions
This upward trend marks a shift from prolonged bearish sentiment that had dominated market for several months

In a bind over Gold Bond
In 2015, the government introduced Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGBs) as an 

alternative investment to physical gold. Since then, a total of 67 tranches have 
been issued, covering 146.96 tonnes of gold and raising `72,274 crore. 

However, with gold prices having increased by 3.2 times since the launch, the 
government now faces a liability exceeding `1.2 lakh crore.

INVESTORS MAKING A KILLING 
Redemption price/unit of SGBs for redemptions due on 17 Mar 2025 (`) 8,624
Issue price/unit of SGBs to be redeemed on 17 March 2025 2,943
Capital appreciation (%) 193
Interest earned annually (%) 2.5
Annual rate of return for investors (%) 16

GOLD-BAR SHAPED FISCAL HOLE
Total outstanding sovereign gold bond (Kg) 1,32,153
Current value of the outstanding SGBs (`cr) 1,17,900
Weight of gold bonds redeembed prematurely (kg) 14,808
Total govt liabilities due to SGBs in FY24 (RE) (`cr) 60,566
Total govt liabilities due to SGBs in FY25 (BE) (`cr) 55,055
Interest paid on SGBs in FY25 (RE) (`cr) 1,746
Interest to be paid on SGBs in FY26 (BE) (`cr) 1,640
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E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Bengaluru

THE Bureau of  Indian Stand-
ards (BIS) has raided e-com-
merce giants Amazon and Flip-
kart warehouses across several 
cities and seized substandard 
products including toys, bottles 
and speakers as these products 
were found without the manda-
tory BIS Quality Mark, violat-
ing the BIS Act, 2016.

The national standards body 
in a post on X said, “By seizing 
these substandard items, BIS 
ensures that only products 
meeting safety standards are 
sold to consumers, thereby pro-
tecting them from substandard 
goods.”

The BIS has been carrying 
out search and seizure opera-
tions for a few weeks now. The 
crackdowns are aimed at curb-
ing the distribution of  unsafe 
and non-certified products 
through e-commerce platforms. 
Recently, at an Amazon ware-
house in Lucknow, the certifi-
cation agency seized 215 toys 
and 24 hand blenders that re-
portedly lacked mandatory BIS 
certification. The government 

enforces quality control orders 
(QCOs) to ensure that both im-
ported and domestically manu-
factured goods meet Indian 
safety and quality standards.

In case a product falls under 
a QCO, BIS certification be-
comes mandatory, and manu-
facturers must obtain a BIS li-
cense before selling their 
products.

When asked about BIS raids, 
Amazon spokesperson said, 
“We require sellers of  all prod-
ucts to comply with applicable 
laws, regulations and Amazon 
policies. Upon being notified, 
we take actions including re-
moving non-compliant prod-
ucts, and reach out to sellers for 

additional information, when 
appropriate.” The spokesper-
son added that they are engaged
closely with various stakehold-
ers including regulators to pro-
vide customers with a great 
shopping experience.

Flipkart in a statement said: 
“The platform has several proc-
esses to review the listings sell-
ers make on the marketplace, 
and also conducts regular au-
dits to ensure compliance.”

Gaurav Makhijani, associate 
partner at Roedl and Partner 
India, said foreign manufactur-
ers must obtain certification 
under the Foreign Manufactur-
er Certification Scheme 
(FMCS). “Depending on the 
product category, this certifica-
tion is typically granted after an 
inspection of  the manufactur-
ing site supplying goods to the 
Indian market...,” he explained.

Last week, the Ministry of  
Consumer Affairs said BIS  
identified that several non-cer-
tified products are being sold 
on e-commerce platforms even 
though BIS certification has 
been made mandatory for these 
products.

BIS crackdown on Amazon, Flipkart 
warehouses, substandard goods seized

Falling US dollar fuels rally as FIIs turn net buyers
Vinod Nair of Geojit Financial Services attributed this rally to the 
consistent fall in the US dollar index, which has reduced the intensity 
of foreign institutional investor (FII) selling, while domestic 
institutional investor (DII) buying remains robust. FIIs turned net 
buyers on Thursday, buying shares worth `3,294 crore (net value). 

RALLY IN 4 SESSIONS
 Sensex: 2,500 points
 Nifty: 640 points

WHAT’S AIDING THE MOVE?
 FIIs selling slowing down
 Dollar getting weak
 Ease in tariff war 
 FOMC’s dovish stance



A G E N C I E S  @ Costa Navarino (Greece)

KIRSTY Coventry has been 
elected president of  the Inter-
national Olympic Committee 
and become the first woman 
and first African to get perhaps 
the biggest job in global sports. 
The Zimbabwe sports minister 
and two-time Olympic swim-
ming gold medallist got a stun-
ning first-round win in the sev-
en-candidate contest after 
voting by nearly 100 of  her col-
leagues in the IOC membership 
on Thursday.

She gets an eight-year man-
date into 2033. It was the most 
open and hard-to-call IOC pres-

idential election in decades 
with no clear front-runner be-
fore the vote. Many predicted 
an absolute majority could take 
several rounds of  votes to se-

cure. Coventry’s win also was a 
victory for outgoing IOC presi-
dent Thomas Bach, who has 
long been seen as promoting 
her as his successor. He did not 
use his right to vote.“I will 
make all of  you very, very 
proud and hopefully extremely 
confident in the decision you 
have taken,” Coventry said in 
her acceptance speech. “Now 
we have got some work 
together.”

Walking to the podium, she 
was congratulated and kissed 
on both cheeks by Juan  
Antonio Samaranch, who was 
her expected closest rival in  
the vote. 

11 HYDERABAD newindianexpress comFRIDAY21�03�2025

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Lahiri T-22 after round
one in Int’l series Macau
MACAU: Indian golfer Anirban 
Lahiri opened with a 3-under 67 in 
the International Series Macau to 
be T-22 after the opening day. 
Lahiri, who has not won a title 
since 2015, had six birdies against 
three bogeys in his round. He also 
had a hat-trick of gains between 
the 14th and the 16th.  Patrick 
Reed shot a majestic seven-
under-par 63 to take the first-
round lead. Shiv Kapur, SSP 
Chawrasia and Yuvraj Sandhu 
shot 1-under each to be T-51.

Ex-F1 team owner Eddie 
Jordan passed away
CAPE TOWN: Ex-Formula 1 team 
owner and media personality 
Eddie Jordan passed away, 
according to a statement by his 
family. He was 76. He ran his own 
Jordan team in the 1990s and 
2000s in F1 and became a 
popular pundit on TV after selling 
the team in 2005. Jordan had 
been undergoing treatment for 
what he had called ‘quite 
aggressive’ cancer. The statement 
said Jordan passed away 
peacefully with family by his side.

All eyes on Neetu, Pooja, 
Jaismine in boxing nat’ls
NEW DELHI: The country’s best 
boxing talent is all set to punch 
their way to glory as the draw for 
the 8th Elite Women National 
Boxing Championships to be 
played at the Shaheed Vijay 
Singh Pathik Sports Complex in 
Greater Noida from March 21-27 
set the ball rolling for a week-
long exhibition of exhilarating 
contest between the established 
and upcoming talent. A total of 
188 boxers will be competing in 
10 weight categories.

The BCCI has announced a cash reward of Rs 58 crore for the Indian
team that won the ICC Champions Trophy earlier this month in Dubai. 
The Rohit Sharma-led India defeated New Zealand in the final. The 
financial windfall will cover the players, coaching and support staff and 
members of the selection committee headed by Ajit Agarkar. 

BCCI announces `58 crore 
cash reward for CT win

Test of pace: Can the senior pros deliver?
Bhuvneshwar, Shami and Siraj, three experienced Indian pacers, will have a lot to prove in the upcoming season

G O M E S H  S  @ Chennai

IT is that time of  the year when 
the majority of  the cricketing 
world comes to a stop, witness-
ing and celebrating the two-
month-long carnival that is the 
Indian Premier League. 

And over the past 17 years, 
one thing every team of  the 
league has looked to do is get 
their pace bowling core intact. 
That is why overseas fast bowl-
ers are always in demand, but 
more often than not it is the 
team that has a solid group of  
Indian pacers that has thrived. 
While Lasith Malinga and 
Dwayne Bravo are always the 
two names discussed when it 
comes to an all-time IPL bowl-
ing attack, Trent Boult is not far 
off, Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Jasprit Bumrah are right up 
there with them.

In fact, Kumar is all set to be-
come the highest wicket-taking 
pacer in the league surpassing 
Bravo (183) who is only two 
wickets ahead of  him. Kumar’s 
181 scalps have come in 176 
games as he has been at the 
front and center of  Sunrisers 
Hyderabad’s success over the 
past decade. Bumrah’s choice is 
of  course a no-brainer — 165 
wickets in just 133 games at an 
economy of  7.3 and a strike rate 
of  18.5. Then there are Sandeep 
Sharma, Harshal Patel, Mohit 
Sharma, Mohammed Shami, 
Jaydev Unadkat and Moham-
med Siraj. While every single 
one of  them is expected to play 
a crucial role for their teams, 
four of  them would be at the 
core of  it all. Bumrah is still re-
covering from injury, so we will 
look at him later. For now, it is 

all about Kumar, Shami and 
Siraj. The trio has sort of  been 
through a shuffle between their 
teams and it just so happens, 
that their stakes and the signifi-
cance have gone up massively.

For a team that is heavily reli-
ant on their batting at M Chin-
naswamy, Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru will be looking to Ku-
mar, along with Josh Hazle-
wood, for inspiration. One of  
the most economical pacers in 
the league, Kumar will have to 
bring his A-game to nail those 
yorkers and slower balls in the 
batting paradise. “We were just 
talking about yorkers, Bhuvi’s 
got a great back-of-hand slower 
ball. He uses the crease really 
well. He varies the pace. And he 
knows every team, every player. 
And because he’s been playing 
for ages, all those experiences 

are going to count. I’m very con-
fident in the way Bhuvi has 
been working, especially off-sea-
son training. He didn’t miss 
many matches. He has been con-
sistently playing even the first-
class matches. So that will sure-
ly help,” S Sreesanth, JioStar 
expert for the 2025 IPL, told this 

daily. Siraj is coming on the 
back of  a rough year. Tough 
time in red-ball cricket, he 
missed out on the Champions 
Trophy squad and now will have 
a point to prove for Gujarat Ti-
tans in Ahmedabad. From the 
clippings that are doing rounds 
ahead of  the season, he is swing-
ing the balls both ways and un-
der the lights, he could be lethal 
with the new ball. Meanwhile, 
Shami has been on and off  since 
his India comeback, but has 
played all matches in Dubai as 
India won the ICC title. He did 
not look like the same old pace-
man, but in T20s, Shami has an 
advantage, especially with the 
Impact Player rule.

Sreesanth believes it will all 
come down to the plan they have 
and how they execute them. He 
felt that the more games they 

play the better they will get. 
“Bowlers like Siraj, Bhuvi or 
even for that matter, Shami, 
have got so much experience. 
But it’s a matter of  executing 
that. And how do you do it con-
sistently enough? So, getting 
into a routine, I’m sure they are 
legendary bowlers and they will 
have a certain routine they fol-
low. But it’s all about doing it 
again and again and again. And 
that’s where Ishant Sharma, for 
that matter, even though he’s 
not been anywhere, the way he 
trained, bowling in the nets and 
guiding the bowlers, it’s very 
important. But even if  you wear 
his spikes, you want to win the 
matches for the country. Not 
just help other fast bowlers. So, 
Shami will be looking forward 
to being back in those leading 
wicket-takers.

“It’s not easy after injury to 
come back and straight away 
perform. But Shami is doing 
that. Yes, you need to get that fit-
ness level high. But I am confi-
dent all the senior fast bowlers 
will do really well this season. 
Because if  not, we know the In-
dian cricket team’s talent pool is 
so big. Even A or B or C teams 
can win a lot of  tournaments. 
So, they will know that. It’s all 
about having that belief  system 
at the start of  the run-up and ex-
ecuting those plans well. And I 
think Shami is one of  the best in 
that,” said Sreesanth.

Indeed. Whether they will be 
able to do so or not, we will know 
in the coming weeks.

IPL: Saliva use back, captains exempted from ban for slow over-rate
G O M E S H  S  @ Chennai

COME Saturday, the sight of  
bowlers and players using saliva 
to shine the ball will be a com-
mon sight during the Indian 
Premier League. The decision to 
lift the ban on using saliva in the 
league was taken during the all-
captains meet that happened in 
Mumbai on Thursday. Apart 
from the revoking the ban, the 
BCCI has also introduced a ball 
change provision for the second 
innings of  the matches to coun-
ter the dew factor. These new 
rules, among other things, were 

tabled at the meeting in the 
BCCI headquarters where all 
ten IPL captains were present.

The saliva ban, which came 
into effect at the height of  the 
Covid pandemic in 2020, was 
made permanent by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council in 2022. It 
has since been followed across 
the globe including the IPL. 
However, with the world having 
recovered from the pandemic 
and the days of  quarantine and 
physical contact restrictions are 
long gone, several players, espe-
cially bowlers have made the re-
quest to revoke the ban on saliva 

usage as it hinders bringing re-
verse swing into play.

The latest among them was 
India pacer Mohammed Shami 
who spoke about it during the 
Champions Trophy in Dubai. 
“We are trying [to get reverse 
swing], but the usage of  saliva 
on the ball is not allowed,” Sha-
mi had told reporters after In-
dia’s win over Australia in the 
Champions Trophy semi-final. 
“We keep appealing that we 
should be allowed to use saliva 
so that we can bring reverse 
swing back into the game and it 
becomes interesting.”

Meanwhile, the provision to 
introduce the second new ball to 
counter the dew advantage will 

also come into place this season. 
This will come into play after 
the 11th over of  the second in-

nings in an evening fixture 
wherein the captains will have 
the option to appeal to the um-
pires and ask for a change of  
ball. This might not apply for af-
ternoon games. “Toss becomes 
very important given the dew at 
few grounds. There is a new rule 
which has been given to change 
the ball but it has to be with the 
consent of  the umpires,” a 
source said.

Apart from this, captains will 
not face match ban going for-
ward for slow overrates. Accord-
ing to sources, the IPL will fol-
low the ICC regulations in place 

which has demerit points for 
code of  conduct breach which 
translates to suspension points. 
For slow over-rates, the ICC has 
match fee fines in place as well. 
In the IPL, too, the captain will 
face demerit points for slow over 
rate which might translate into 
fines but not necessarily face an 
immediate match-ban. Last year, 
Hardik Pandya faced a one-
match ban after his third offence 
for slow over-rate because of  
which he will not be taking part 
in Mumbai Indians’ opening 
game against Chennai Super 
Kings on Sunday.

Top Indian pacers of IPL*
Name Mat Wkts ECO SR

B Kumar 176 181 7.56 21.6
Bumrah 133 165 7.3 18.5
Sandeep 127 137 7.8 20.5
Harshal 106 135 8.74 16

Mohit 112 132 8.67 17
Shami 110 127 8.43 19.1

Unadkat 105 99 8.97 21.52
Siraj 93 93 8.64 21.05

*Players who are set to play this season

India submits EoI 
to host CWG 2030
I N D R A N E E L  D A S  @ Chennai

INDIA have formally submitted Expression of  Interest to host 
the Centenary Commonwealth Games at Ahemdabad in Gujarat 
in 2030. The letter of  interest was sent by PT Usha as the chief  of  
Commonwealth Games Association of  India on March 13. Usha, 
who is also the Indian Olympic Association president, said in the 
letter that Ahmedabad would be the host city. This apparently 
would lead to hosting bigger mega events like the Olympic Games. 
The last day for submission of  the letter is March 31. 

India will also be hosting all the disciplines that have been 
dropped from the programme in Glasgow next year. That means 
shooting, hockey, wrestling, badminton, archery and squash 
could be part of  the programme and might include more. Since 
the visit of  Commonwealth Games Federation president Chris 
Jenkins and Chief  Executive Officer Katie Sadleir’s Gujarat visit 
in January (29-31), there have been serious discussions on the 
viability of  hosting the Commonwealth Games. There were dis-
cussions during the recently-held National Games in Uttara-
khand as well. Usha’s letter was addressed to Chris Jenkins, CGF 
chief, and highlighted Ahmedabad’s contribution towards host-
ing major sporting events including the final of  the 2023 50-over 
men’s cricket World Cup and the recently-held Coldplay concert. 
She, on behalf  of  Commonwealth Games Association of  India, 
officially expressed India’s Intent to host the 2030 Games. The 
letter also said that Ahmedabad would be the host city.

The CGF had been through a torrid time recently with multiple 
hosts cities backing out due to rising costs and economic viability. 
This time Glasgow has come forward after Singapore and Malay-
sia, despite showing some interest, also backed out. She also high-
lighted that it would lead to job creation and foster economic 
growth. Along with the CWG, the city might host some other 
Commonwealth Government events. The bid has got the backing 
of  the Gujarat government & the Sports Authority of  Gujarat.

Thakur gets boost as HP HC directs BFI to include name
I N D R A N E E L  D A S  @ Chennai

IN a major setback to Boxing 
Federation of  India president 
Ajay Singh, the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court also stayed 
the letter issued by him on 
March 7. The Himachal Pradesh 
Boxing Association was forced 
to approach the court after one 
of  its nominations for the Elec-
toral College – former sports 
minister Anurag Thakur – was 
deleted based on the March 7 let-
ter issued by the president three 
days after the announcement of  
the poll dates.

The HPBA had sent two 
names to the BFI to be included 
in the Electoral College (EC) – 
its president Rajesh Bhandari 
and Thakur. After the HP court 
order, the HPBA has written to 
the returning officer to include 
Thakur’s name. The last date of  

withdrawal of  nomination is on 
Friday (5pm). The HP court did 
not want to interfere with the 
elections but has directed the 
BFI to include Thakur’s name 
and redraw the nomination of  
candidates list. It needs to be 
seen what the RO does next. Af-
ter two court orders, the Thakur 
faction has claimed that they 
have the backing of  around 25 
state units. The HP HC order 
comes a day after the Delhi High 
Court set aside the March 7 let-
ter because “this Court (Delhi 
HC) is of  the view that a prima 
facie case is established by the 
petitioner in its favour. Preju-
dice shall be caused to the peti-
tioner, if  the petitioner is not 
allowed to participate in the 
election process”. In this case, 
Delhi Amateur Boxing Associa-
tion (DABA) was the petitioner 
and two members were not al-

lowed by the RO to be part of  the 
Electoral College because of  the 
March 7 letter. The DABA also 
has written to the RO to include 
their two names – Rohit Jain 
and Neeraj K Bhatt.

Interestingly, the Electoral 
College prepared by the presi-
dent without the name of  
Thakur was accepted by RO RK 
Gauba. As highlighted by this 
newspaper the provision incor-
porated in the letter was not in 
line with the Model Election 

Guidelines (MEG) of  the Na-
tional Sports Development Code 
of  India (2011) as well as the 
rules and regulations of  the BFI. 
Despite HPBA pointing it out to 
the RO, no changes took place 
and the nomination process 
ended with those names on it. 
These points were raised during 
the hearing on Wednesday.

What seemed interesting are 
the views of  the Union of  India 
(sports ministry). As reported 
by this daily, the March 7 letter 
apparently was supported by an 
RTI which had noted that elect-
ed members should be nominat-
ed by the state units of  electoral 
rolls. The RTI had produced an 
‘internal’ noting of  the sports 
ministry that said the member 
who should be representing the 
state unit needs to be an elected 
one. However, during the Delhi 
HC hearing, the counsel repre-

senting the Union of  India and 
the sports ministry said “The of-
fice noting, which is on record, 
cannot be considered to be a fi-
nal view of  respondent no. 2, 
since there is no official intima-
tion with respect to the said not-
ing in question”. In the HP HC 
order, the single judge Ajay Mo-
han Goel also said that there is 
no rider mentioned in the rules 
and regulations of  the BFI on 
who the state unit can nominate. 
The order notes that “one finds 
that the Electoral College is to 
inter alia consist of  two voters 
who are to be nominated by each 
member association and the 
nomination or representation 
of  each member association is 
to be by two member representa-
tives authorised by the Presi-
dent or General Secretary/ Sec-
retary of  the association.”.
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

(From left)  Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Mohammed Shami and Mohammed Siraj will be keen to make a mark for their new teams |  x

India shuttler PV Sindhu’s poor form 
continued in Swiss Open

Ahmedabad has been named as the venue for the 2030 Commonwealth Games

Hardik Pandya, Rajat Patidar (C) and Shreyas Iyer at the captains’ meeting |  IPL

B O X I N G

Kirsty the first woman IOC president

Sindhu, Rajawat 
and Srikkanth 
out of Swiss Open

Ujjawal improves U20 
discus record in Mumbai

A G E N C I E S  @ Basel 

TWO-TIME Olympic medallist 
and seventh seed PV Sindhu’s 
poor run continued as she 
crashed out in the opening of  
the women’s singles event of  
the Swiss Open Super 300, los-
ing 17-21 19-21 against lower 
ranked Julie Jakobsen of  Den-
mark on Wednesday night.

On Thursday, in the men’s 
singles second round, Toma 
Popov beat India’s Priyanshu 
Rajawat 21-15 21-17 in 47 min-
utes. Rajwat had earlier beaten 
local player Tobias Kuenzi in 
straight games in the opening 
round. Srikanth Kidambi, who 
reached round two by defeat-
ing compatriot HS Prannoy 
however meekly surrendered 
to China’s world No 6 Li Shi 
Feng 15-21 11-21 in less than 40 
minutes.

India’s top women’s doubles 
pair of  Treesa Jolly and Gay-
atri Gopichand entered the 
quarterfinals with a straight-
game victory over Germany’s 
Amelie Lehmann and Selin 
Hubsch. The Indian women’s 
doubles pair won fairly easily 
with the scoreline reading 21-
12 21-8.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai/Mumbai

A NATIONAL record in men’s 
under-20 discus throw was 
the highlight of  the open-
ing day of  the two-day 
fourth Indian Open 
Throws Competition at 
the Jio Institute on 
Thursday. 

Ujjawal Chaudhary 
representing Haryana in 
the competition hurled the 
discs to a distance of  59.34m in 
his fifth attempt to better the 

previous U20 national record 
of  58.11m set by S Dalal in 2014. 
He had a series of  55.09m, no  
mark, 57.14m, 58.25m, 59.34m 

and no mark. 
Results (select): Women’s: 

Discus: Seema (Har) 56.39m, 
Neetika Verma (UP) 50.23m, 
Priya (Har) 48.88m; U20: Nikita 
Kumari (Raj) 46.78m, Soni Kumari 

(Bih) 44.92m, Bhakti Tanaji 
Gawade (Mah) 44.75m. Men’s:  

Discus U20: Ujjawal (Har) 59.34m, 
Vaibhav 53.48m, Ritik (Har) 52.88m. Discus 
U18: Usmanali Khan (Rel) 55.11m, Sonu 
(Del) 52.15m, Yashraj Jain (MP) 51.44m.

IPL GFX FOR SAT: MI and CSK 
squad analysis graphics will 
be out on Saturday

Kirsty Coventry will  become the first 
women president of IOC |  IOC
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China’s car giant BYD has announced an ultra-fast electric 
vehicle charging system that it says can charge EVs almost 
as quickly as it takes to fill a gasoline car. It plans to build 
more than 4,000 of the new charging stations across China
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R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

G
ROK, an AI assistant 
developed by Elon 
Musk’s company xAI, 
has been making 
headlines for both 
good and bad reasons. 
On the positive side, 

Grok is praised for its unfil-
tered and human-like respons-
es, making conversations feel 
more real and engaging. How-
ever, it has also sparked contro-
versy due to its lack of  tone re-
strictions, meaning that if  a 
user insults or abuses it, Grok 
may respond in the same 
manner.

There have been several  
instances of  abusive exchang-
es, with Grok not hesitating to 
use strong language—even 
against its own creator, Elon 
Musk, as well as Indian politi-
cians from both ruling and op-
position parties, including the 
prime minister. This unique 
characteristic has made Grok a 
sensation among Indian users, 
who find its raw, untamed re-
sponses more engaging. As a 
result, its usage has surged 
past rivals like OpenAI, Deep-
Seek, and even ChatGPT, which 
are often perceived as more for-
mal and restrained, resembling 
conversations with a computer 
rather than a human-like 
assistant.

HOW DID GROK GO VIRAL?

Sometimes, all it takes is a sin-
gle moment to turn something 
into an Internet sensation. A 
user named “Toka” casually 
asked Grok to list their 10 best 
mutuals on X. When the chat-
bot didn’t respond immediately, 
Toka took a dig at it using not-
so-friendly language.

In an unexpected 
twist, Grok clapped 
back with the same 
expletive—this time 
in Hindi, respond-
ing: “Tera ‘10 best 
mutuals’ ka hisaab 
se yeh hai list…mu-
tual matlab dono 
follow karte ho, par 
exact data nahi hai 
toh mentions pe 

bharosa kiya. 
Thik hai na? 

A b  r o n a 
band kar.” 
(Rough trans-
lation: Here 
goes  your 
list  of  10 
best mutu-
als… mutu-
al  means 

people who 
follow each 

other, but since 
I didn’t have ex-
act data, I relied 
on mentions. Isn’t 

that cool? Now, 
stop whining.)

This bold, unfiltered 
response spread like 

wildfire, instantly making 

Grok a viral sensation in India. 
Within hours, screenshots of  
the exchange flooded social me-
dia, sparking debates, memes, 
and endless discussions about 
whether AI should have such 
an unfiltered personality.

With just one savage reply, 
Grok 3 proved that AI could be 
more than just robotic—it could 
b e  r e a l ,  r a w,  a n d 
unpredictable.

WHAT IS GROK?
Grok is an AI chatbot developed 
by xAI, Elon Musk’s artificial in-
telligence company. It is a large 
language model (LLM) designed 
to provide conversational AI re-
sponses, similar to OpenAI’s 
ChatGPT, Google’s Gemini, and 
Anthropic’s Claude.

According to its official web-

site, Grok 3 is the latest and most 
advanced version, designed to 
combine strong reasoning with 
extensive pre-training knowl-
edge. Trained on the Colossus 
supercluster with 10 times the 
computing power of  previous 
models, Grok 3 brings signifi-
cant improvements in reason-
ing, mathematics, coding, world 
knowledge, and instruction-fol-
lowing tasks.

With large-scale reinforce-
ment learning, Grok 3 can proc-
ess information for seconds to 
minutes before generating a re-
sponse. It can correct errors, 
explore alternative solutions, 
and veri fy  i ts  own 
answers.

Grok 3 has achieved 
a leading Elo score of  
1402 in Chatbot Are-
na—an open-source 
platform for evaluat-
ing AI through hu-
man preference—dem-
onstrating  superior 
performance across academic 
benchmarks and real-world 
user interactions. During its 
launch, Elon Musk said, “If  it 
tried to understand the true na-
ture of  the universe, that’s actu-
ally the best thing that I can 
come up with from an AI safety 
standpoint. I think it is going to 
be pro-humanity from the stand-
point that humanity is just 
much more interesting than 

not-humanity.”
Musk co-founded OpenAI in 

2015, the company behind Chat-
GPT, but stepped down from its 
board in 2018

HOW DOES GROK 
GENERATE DATA?

Grok is directly connected to 
the X platform, allowing it to ac-
cess and process real-time data 
with minimal delay. Unlike oth-
er AI models that rely on static, 
pre-loaded datasets or delayed 
snapshots, Grok can tap into 
live posts, user profiles, and oth-
er content on X as they are cre-
ated or updated.

This enables Grok to 
stay current. If  today is 

March 21, 2025, Grok 
can pull insights 
from X right up to 
this moment. The 
platform can provide 

real-time analysis, 
trending topics, user 

sentiments, and breaking 
news.

If  someone posts about a ma-
jor event right now, Grok can 
see it and weave it into its re-
sponse, making it more dynam-
ic and relevant. Also, it collects 
data from news websites and 
other publicly available sources 
to stay updated with the latest 
developments. It analyses con-
tent in real-time to provide rel-
evant insights and updates.

 
THE AI ASSISTANT THAT’S 
MAKING WAVES IN INDIA

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
TENDER NOTICE (Through ‘e’ procurement)

NIT No.31/EE/GHMC/Div-21/2024-25 Date: 20.03.2025
Tenders are called vide No. 31/EE/GHMC/Div-21/2024-25 (Item No. 01 to 04) 
Dt: 20.03.2025. Through ‘e’ procurement for 05 works with an estimated cost of 
Rs.75.00 Lakhs. The sale of bids is open on the website ‘e’ procurement market 
place from 04.00 PM on 22.03.2025 onwards. Last date for submission of bids 
is 25.03.2025 at 04.00 PM. Sale of bids closes one hour before the submission 
time. Further details can be seen on the website https://tender.telangana.gov.in.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Chandanagar Circle-21, SLP Zone, GHMC.
DIPR R.O. No.11791-PP/CL/Advt/1/2024-25, Dt: 20/03/2025

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
ROADS & BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT

E - PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
Online tenders are invited under e-procurement platform for 1 sub work - Electrical work 
in Bhadradri Kothagudem District, vide Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle, Bhadradri 
Kothagudem, NIT No.09/SE/R&B/BKGM/2024-25, Date: 15.03.2025. The interested 
bidders can download the tender schedule from e-market place i.e. www.tender.
telangana.gov.in. The last date of receipt of tenders is on or before 27.03.2025 up to 
3:30 PM. Further details can be seen @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer, R&B Circle, Bhadradri Kothagudem
DIPR R.O. No.11776-PP/CL/Advt/1/2024-25, Dt: 20/03/2025

ISAAC NEWTON

IF I HAVE SEEN 
FURTHER THAN 
OTHERS, IT IS BY 
STANDING UPON 
THE SHOULDERS 

OF GIANTS

Income Tax Department

Central Board of Direct Taxes

ATTENTION TAXPAYERS !

Check financial transactions available in AIS tab of your income tax account
at www.incometax.gov.in

If you agree with information, return of income can be updated u/s 139(8A)
of the IT Act, 1961, subject to eligibility

If you disagree, raise an objection. We will check with the source

If the mismatch continues, notice under the e-Verification Scheme may be issued

Your response to the notice may help in closure of the matter

All proceedings are conducted electronically under e-Verification Scheme

Any objection to the displayed
financial transaction in AIS?

e-Verification Scheme, 2021

We will verify from the source

�

For e-Brochures,
Scan QR Code

For FAQs,
Scan QR Code
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